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DOD to review awards system

Purple Hearts, drone medals to be included in 3 studies

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Defense
Department will reconsider the
sensitive issue of whether drone
operators and cyberwarriors will
receive a medal for their service far
away from combat areas, Pentagon
Press Secretary Rear Adm. John
Kirby told reporters Thursday.

Lawmakers, meanwhile, have

ordered two separate reviews that
look at how the military awards
Purple Hearts, largely due to dis-
agreements over whether victims
killed and injured in the shootings
at Fort Hood, Texas, and at a re-
cruiting centerin Little Rock, Ark.,
should be entitled to the medal.
Former Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta’s announcement last year
that a new Distinguished Warfare
Medal had been created for out-

standing drone pilots and cyber-
operators drew heavy fire from
veterans, politicians and others
who objected to it being ranked
above the Purple Heart and other
decorations earned in direct com-
bat. Secretary of Defense Chuck
Hagel canceled the medal soon
after he took office, and said DOD
would instead create a new device
to affix to existing medals.

SEE MEDALS ON PAGE 2

review will revisit
the idea of the
Distinguished
Warfare Medal.
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General’s sentencing draws more calls for change

By JENNIFER HLAD

pleading guilty to adultery,

Stars and Stripes

Members of Congress and
victim advocacy groups react-
ed with horror and resignation
Thursday to news that Brig.
Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair will
avoid jail time and instead be
reprimanded and fined after

mistreating the female captain
with whom he had a three-year
relationship, misusing a gov-
ernment credit card to pursue
the affair and other charges.
Sinclair must still go before
a review board that will deter-
mine at what rank he will be

allowed to retire, but the pun- Rep. Jackie Speier, D-
ishment is far less severe than Calif., called the punishment
life in prison, as he had once “laughable.”

faced. The possible sentence
was reduced when sexual as-
sault and other serious charges
were dropped in return for his
agreement to plead guilty to the
other crimes.

“This sentence is a mockery
of military justice, a slap on the
wrist nowhere close to being
proportional to Sinclair’s of-
fenses,” Speier said.

SEE SINCLAIR ON PAGE 4
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“It doesn’t help your case,
and at worst you further
traumatize someone. And
do you think he or she is
going to trust a cop again?”

— Derek Marsh, who trains
California police in best practices
on human trafficking cases, on a

push by Honolulu police officers to
keep an exemption in Hawaii state
law that allows undercover officers
to have sex with prostitutes during

investigations

See story on Page 7
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DOD puts Ukraine

By Ray Locker
USA Today

The Obama administration
proposed a 28 percent spending
cut for a Pentagon program that
supports modernizing the mili-
tary of Ukraine and other former
Soviet Union republics, Pentagon
budget records show. The move
could endanger efforts to boost
Ukraine’s armed forces as they
face threats from Russia.

The proposed cuts, contained
in a detailed budget plan posted
online this week, come over the
objections of officials with the
U.S. European Command, who
argue they will hurt U.S. attempts
to build armed forces in nations
formerly beholden to Russia.

Spending on the Warsaw Ini-
tiative Fund is set to drop from
$34 million in the current fiscal
year to $24.4 million in the 2015
fiscal year, which starts Oct. 1.

The Pentagon values the
program, said Navy Cdr. Amy
Derrick-Frost, a Pentagon spokes-
woman, but “we’re responding to
a very challenging fiscal environ-

ment, which will become all the
more challenging if sequestration
remains the law of the land. Weeks
ago, the Department began a thor-
ough review of all Warsaw Initia-
tive Fund programs and funding
to ensure we addressed our top
priorities. We had to make tough
choices, but if Warsaw Initiative
funding for activities with Ukraine
has in recent years surpassed any
other recipient nation.”

The proposed spending cut
comes as “the demand for fund-
ing to meet important U.S./NATO
objectives continues to grow,”
said the budget plan from the
Pentagon’s Defense Security Co-
operation Agency, which oversees
the Warsaw Initiative.

“The implications of this are
not good,” said Stephen Blank,
a senior fellow at the American
Foreign Policy Council. “The
only thing that the world respects
is action, not talk, so if you are not
going to fund these projects, then
no one will take you seriously.”

European Command officials,
the budget document shows, said
money from the initiative pays for

aid cuts into plan

half of their military-to-military
work in the Balkans, South Cau-
casus and Eurasia, which in-
cludes Ukraine, and failing to
maintain spending levels “will
weaken their ability to complete
their country cooperation plans’
goals and objectives, and will also
reduce their overall engagement
with the countries” involved in
the Partnership for Peace.

The Partnership for Peace is a
NATO program aimed at build-
ing the armed forces of potential
NATO members and is supported
by the Warsaw Initiative spend-
ing. Ukraine is not a NATO
member, and its prime minister,
Arseniy Yatsenyuk, said this week
that it would not seek to join.

There is a chance the money
could be restored by the adminis-
tration or Congress as the need for
more exercises in Ukraine contin-
ues, said Heather Conley, director
and senior fellow of the Europe
Program at the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies.

European Command, Derrick-
Frost said, “will continue to
resource priority engagement

activities within the program or
supplement with other comple-
menting funding sources.”

A 2009 study by RAND for
the Pentagon said the top three
roles for the initiative were creat-
ing a nation’s defense policy and
management, human resources
and the democratic control of a
nation’s armed forces. Ukraine’s
participation in the program has
created strong relationships with
the U.S. military, which were in-
fluential in keeping the Ukraini-
an army from getting involved in
last month’s protests against the
country’s president, Viktor Yanu-
kovych, who fled to Russia.

Some exercises with Ukraine
may have to be canceled because
of the rising tensions between
Russia and Ukraine, which have
led to Russia’s seizing control of
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula,
the document shows.

“Due to the dire security situa-
tion in country, prospects of con-
tinuing to execute (2014) events
in Ukraine remain unknown at
the time this document was pre-
pared,” the budget proposal says.

Medals: Disparity among services on awards to be studied

FROM FRONT PAGE

But that decision is being revis-
ited as part of an upcoming study
of the military’s decorations-and-
awards system that Hagel or-
dered Thursday.

The “comprehensive,” yearlong
review, to begin June 1, will be led
by Jessica Wright, acting under-
secretary of defense for person-
nel and readiness, who will work
closely with Joint Chiefs chair-
man Gen. Martin Dempsey, the
services, and the combatant com-
manders, according to Kirby.

“[The study] will determine
the best way to recognize service-
members who use remote tech-
nology to directly impact combat
operations, such as through cyber
and remotely piloted aircraft ...
That’s part of the review, whether
or not we should have a special
device to go on another ribbon or
[a new] medal,” Kirby said.

The review team will also look
at the processes and procedures
for how medals for valor are

nojmatter. how,

nominated in order to determine
whether they can be improved,
according to Kirby.

Based on his own military ex-
perience, Hagel is concerned
that many acts of valor are going
unrecognized for bureaucratic
reasons.

“[Hagel] talked about see-
ing his own comrades there in
Vietnam doing incredibly brave
things, and that many of those
things will go completely unheed-
ed because they were never writ-
ten up because of the pace and
speed of war and ... the constant
pressure to keep going,” Kirby
said. “Many heroic acts never got
— never got noticed, never got
written up, never got submitted.”

Hagel received two Purple
Hearts and the Combat Infantry-
man Badge during his service as
an Army infantry squad leader in
Vietnam.

“[Hagel] believes it is impera-
tive that DOD conduct this review
as we conclude combat operations

in Afghanistan,” Kirby said.

Another aim of the study is to
consider whether to create more
uniformity among the services
when it comes to recognizing
valor.

“There are some awards and
medals you get that are service-
unique [such as the Navy Cross].
It’s a fair question to ask: Do we
need to look at the kinds of awards
that we give, particularly for com-
bat valor, in a more joint nature
than perhaps some of them are?
It doesn’t mean that there will
be changes, but I think [Hagel]
wants to look at everything across
the whole scope,” Kirby said.

The services don’t always use
the same criteria when judg-
ing whether a combat veteran is
worthy of receiving an award.
The Marine Corps, in particular,
has been accused of being stingy
when it comes to approving med-
als for valor.

“[Hagel] wants to examine the
degree to which the services sub-

mit and evaluate and decide on
major combat awards. I think he
would like to get a better sense
of what discrepancies there may
be between the services and do
those discrepancies need to be
closed. The answer may be no,
but I think he wants to ask those
questions,” Kirby said.

Hagel realizes that the awards
system will always be imperfect,
regardless of what changes are
made.

“It’s not a science, and I don’t
think he’s trying to make it a sci-
ence. But he does think it’s time,
after 13 years of war, to take a
fresh look at how we think about
this,” according to Kirby. “He
recognizes that [it] will always be
a subjective process. But I think
he wants to have a better under-
standing of that process and the
ways in which it may ... be im-
proved going forward.”
Information from The Associated Press
was used in this report.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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Gunmen attack
upscale Kabul

hotel; 13 dead

By JosH SmiTH
AND ZUBAIR BABAKARKHAIL
Stars and Stripes

KABUL — The teenage gun-
men moved from table to table
firing pistols point-blank at din-
ers celebrating Persian new year,
while other guests fled in terror.
At the end of a night of carnage,
13 people were dead, including
the four assailants and at least
two children.

The Thursday night attack on
the luxurious Serena Hotel, one
of the most heavily guarded pri-
vate facilities in the city, stunned
the capital’s foreign diplomats,
aid workers, nongovernmental
organizations and well-heeled Af-
ghans, who had made it a center
of the city’s rapidly disappearing
social scene.

Among the dead was a Para-
guayan who had come to monitor
the April 5 presidential election
and a respected Afghan journal-
ist working for the French news
agency AFP, his wife and two of
his children.

The Taliban claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, raising
fears of more violence ahead of
the election to replace President
Hamid Karzai, who has led Af-
ghanistan since the 2001 U.S.-
led invasion toppled the Taliban
regime. The assault followed a
recent suicide attack on a mar-

ket in northern Afghanistan, the
January bombing of a Lebanese
restaurant favored by foreigners
and the daylight assassination of
a Swedish journalist on a street in
one of Kabul’s most secure neigh-
borhoods. Earlier Thursday, 10
Afghan policemen were killed in
attacks in Jalalabad.

Afghan authorities said the as-
sailants penetrated layers of se-
curity at the hotel including high
walls, armed guards and metal
detectors, full-body pat downs
and bomb-sniffing dogs, smug-
gling the weapons in their socks
or shoes, police said.

Within seconds, hotel guards
shepherded guests into safe
rooms where they sat for hours
wondering what was happening
beyond the doors, said one Amer-
ican who asked not to be named
for security reasons.

The U.S. National Democratic
Institute said in Washington that
it was reviewing its presence in
Afghanistan after one of its elec-
tion monitors, former diplomat
Luis Maria Duarte of Paraguay,
was killed in the attack.

The spokesman for the Kabul
police, Hashmat Stanakzai, said
it took security forces three hours
to kill the four gunmen. He said
the dead included four foreigners,
although nationalities were un-
clear. However, the Toronto Sun
reported two Canadian develop-

Ana NIEDRINGHAUS/AP

Security personnel gesture to a

not to take pit

atan

of the Serena Hotel in

Kabul on Friday. Four men attacked the hotel Thursday, shooting and killing nine people, officials said.

ment workers were killed.

Five people were wounded, in-
cluding a member of parliament,
and an unidentified foreigner,
Stanakzai said.

The AFP news agency said its
Afghan correspondent, Sardar
Ahmad, his wife and three chil-
dren had gone to the hotel for new
year’s celebrations. A son and
daughter died, and their infant
son was undergoing treatment for
serious wounds, AFP said.

“This is an immensely painful
and enormous loss,” AFP chair-
man Emmanuel Hoog said in a
statement released in Paris.

Surviving guests said when
they left the safe rooms, they saw
police removing the bodies from
the bloodstained lobby.

How exactly the four gunmen,
some as young as 18, entered the
heavily guarded hotel Thursday

night remains unclear. Investiga-
tors say they are looking to see if
the attackers had inside help.

Like the Taliban-claimed at-
tack on the Lebanese restaurant
that killed 21 people, the attack
on the Serena sent shock waves
through Kabul’s large commu-
nity of foreigners and wealthy
Afghans, many of whom can
afford to retreat into fortified
compounds.

While foreigners in Baghdad
were comparatively safe inside
the “Green Zone,” Kabul has no
such fortified area of the city. But
the Serena is as close to a safe
zone as there is for most of Ka-
bul’s civilian NGO workers, jour-
nalists and affluent Afghans.

The hotel’s high walls and heav-
ily guarded gates hide an oasis
where waiters cater to guests
lounging by an aquamarine swim-

ming pool or holding meetings in
courtyards shaded by trees. The
hotel has been a bubble within
what some call “Kabubble” that
separates the relatively wealthy
and calm capital city from the
rest of war-torn Afghanistan.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid claimed responsibility
for the brazen attack on the Sere-
na Hotel, saying it had been care-
fully planned to kill members of
parliament.

He denied targeting civilians,
insisting that those in the hotel
were fair targets.

“We haven’t targeted civilians;
the hotel was full of people and
only those are targeted who were
foreigners, government people or
those who work for Westerners,”
he told Stars and Stripes.
smith josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

Navy puzzled by Iran’s replica of US aircraft carrier

By HENDRICK SIMOES
Stars and Stripes

MANAMA, Bahrain — Iran
is building a replica of a Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier at a ship-
yard on the Persian Gulf near the
Strait of Hormuz, U.S. Sth Fleet
officials said.

The mock-up of the aircraft
carrier was first noticed last
summer, Sth Fleet officials said,
but it wasn’t until February that
they saw the number 68 painted
on it — the same number as the
USS Nimitz, which was deployed
in the region last summer.

“It’s interesting to us that they
would be building something like
this ... this is a head-scratcher
more than anything,” said Cmdr.
Jason Salata, Sth Fleet spokes-
man. He said the Navy is not par-
ticularly concerned about it.

The New York Times first re-
ported on the mysterious vessel
on Thursday.

A recent commercial satellite
image shows the vessel with simi-
lar lines painted on top of it that a
real aircraft carrier might have.

Courtesy of DigitalGlobe

This satellite photo shows the replica Nimitz-class aircraft carrier
that Iran is building at a shipyard on the Persian Gulf. U.S. 5th Fleet
officials are puzzled by its purpose.

There also appear to be three air-
craft atop the structure.

Officials believe the mock-up
is comprised of barges with steel
construction to replicate the hull,
and superstructure of a carrier.
It’s about two-thirds the size of an
actual Nimitz-class carrier, which
is about 1,092 feet in length.

Navy officials said they are
sure it’s not a real aircraft car-
rier, but they are puzzled about

Iran’s intent in replicating such a
large American warship.

“If it’s designed for strategic ef-
fect, to what effect?” Salata said.
The New York Times suggested
Iran might use it to make a pro-
paganda point, possibly to fire
a missile at it as part a training
exercise to be broadcast on state-
run media.

Other countries, including the
United States, have used land

runways to simulate carrier op-
erations. China has even built a
mock-up of its sole carrier atop
a training building near Wuhan,
about 400 miles inland from the
East China Sea. That facility ap-
pears intended to train crews
in handling aircraft, logistics
and weapons, as well as hangar
placements.

The continuing rapprochement
between Iran and the United
States and its Western allies has
been highlighted by the interim
nuclear deal reached last No-
vember by which Tehran agreed
to halt certain nuclear activities
in exchange for limited relief
from sanctions. Negotiations are
continuing on a comprehensive
accord that would ensure that
Iran’s civilian nuclear program
could not be used for military
purposes.

As talks on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram continue next month in
Vienna, the political and secu-
rity situations in the Persian Gulf
region remain delicate. Despite
the winding down of the war in

Afghanistan, U.S. officials have
sought in recent months to reas-
sure Gulf allies that the U.S. is
fully committed to the region,
irking Iranian officials who ques-
tion America’s motives.

Earlier this month Iranian For-
eign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif criticized the U.S. military
posture in the Persian Gulf in a
meeting with reporters in Tokyo.

“We do not believe presence of
foreign forces is conducive to se-
curity,” he said.

This spring, two more U.S.
Coastal Patrol ships are expected
to homeport at the U.S. naval base
in Bahrain, which is in the midst
of a $260 million expansion.

The U.S. Navy is not seeking
confrontation in the Gulf, said
Salata.

“We feel that there is a balance
of force that we need to do our
mission,” which Navy officials
commonly describe as partner-
ing with allies in the region for
maritime security.

simoes.hendrick@stripes.com
Twitter: hendricksimoes
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Apan P. Campee/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

The aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford transits the James River headed to Newport News Shipyard’s pier three for the final stages of construction and testing.

Ford carrier enters new outfitting phase

By Hucn Lessic
(Newport News, Va.) Daily Press

NEWPORTNEWS — The hoop-
la of its christening long gone, the
aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford
has entered a new outfitting phase
at Newport News Shipbuilding.

And despite criticisms of key
systems, the Navy likes what it
sees — so far.

“We're kind of in the infancy
stage of the test program, and the
early returns are good,” said Rear
Adm. Tom Moore, the program
executive officer of aircraft carri-
ers. “We have a long way to go.”

Christened in November, the
Ford is a first-in-class aircraft car-
rier with a variety of new systems,
including those that launch and
recover aircraft. Because so much
is new, its 26-month test/integra-

tion phase is about three months
longer than that of the current
Nimitz-class carriers.

Why longer? One example of the
Ford’s complexity is the electro-
magnetic launch system, designed
to propel aircraft off the deck
more smoothly than steam-driven
catapults employed on the current
Nimitz class.

The  steam-powered cata-
pults can be tested separately.
The Ford’s electromagnetic sys-
tem functions as an integrated
whole, with three “energy storage
groups” providing power to the
four tracks. If one group fails, the
other two can compensate.

The system takes longer to eval-
uate because components cannot
be tested individually.

But work is clearly proceeding
throughout the 77,000-ton ship,

with sailors and shipbuilders
working side by side. So far, ac-
cording to Moore:

m About 6.6 million feet of cable
has been installed. The carrier
will have more than 9 million feet
when complete.

W29 of the 33 fire pumps are up
and running.

m Five of the nine air condition-
ing plants have been tested. That
might not be a big deal during
this brutal winter, but the ship
should be fully air conditioned by
summer.

m Of the more than 2,600 vari-
ous spaces on the ship, about 200
have been completed. The Navy
has accepted 135 of those, and that
number is increasing every week.

As of last week, the Ford’s on-
board crew numbered 737 — 76
officers and 661 enlisted. When it

goesto sea, the ship will h_ave abput

gquipment for the system has been

2,500cr bers, not
an air wing. That’s about 700 less
than a Nimitz-class carrier.

The test phase will be closely
watched because key systems on
the Ford have come under scru-
tiny from government watchdogs.

In September, the Government
Accountability Office said the
Ford may continue to experience
problems after it joins the fleet be-
cause major systems lack reliabil-
ity. An internal assessment from
the Pentagon released earlier this
year raised similar questions.

One focus of both reports was
that electromagnetic  launch
system.

The Navy has defended the new
launch system, saying the con-
cerns have been overstated. On
the Ford, all of the below-deck

and work has begun on
the catapult troughs on the flight
deck, Moore said.

Moore said he expects the
launch system to be turned on for
the first time in August. A second
milestone should happen in Octo-
ber or November of 2015 when the
Ford launches a series of weighted
sleds into the James River, simu-
lating the take-off of a fighter jet.

As work proceeds on Ford, the
next carrier in the class is already
taking shape at Newport News.
Massive sections of CVN-79, to be
named for John F. Kennedy, are
now in the shipyard.

Moore said current work on the
Ford should help both the Navy
and the shipyard when it comes
time to prepare the Kennedy for
service.

Sinclair: Some say sentence sends

FROM FRONT PAGE

“The misuse of government
funds should be enough to fire
Gen. Sinclair,” Speier said. “There
are plenty of former government
employees who have been canned
for less.”

Greg Jacob, a former Marine
and current policy director for
Service Women’s Action Net-
work, said the case illustrates why
prosecution authority should be
removed from the defendant and
victim’s chain of command, as
proposed in a bill by Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand, D-N.Y.

“Today’s sentencing is reflec-
tive of a case that fell apart long
before today,” Jacob said. “The
Gen. Sinclair case will go down in
history as yet another reason we
need Sen. Gillibrand’s Military
Justice Improvement Act.”

The bill failed to reach the
threshold necessary to overcome
a filibuster in the Senate, but Gil-
librand has vowed to keep fighting
until a similar measure passes.

Sexual assaults can be hard to
prosecute, and the Sinclair case
is particularly complicated, said
Sarah Feldman, a spokeswoman
for Sen. Claire McCaskill, who op-
posed Gillibrand’s legislation but
pushed for a slate of other signifi-
cant changes to the military jus-
tice system.

Still, the case highlights “what

we already know: that command-
ers are often more aggressive
than prosecutors in pursuing pros-
ecutions and vetting those cases,”
Feldman said.

Rep. Mike Turner, R-Ohio, the
co-chair of the Military Sexual
Assault Prevention Caucus, said
he is deeply disappointed by the
sentence.

“This unfortunate outcome bol-
sters our call to increase manda-
tory minimum sentencing in cases
of sexual assault and sexual mis-
conduct,” he said.

Rep. Niki Tsongas, D-Mass.,
who serves as the other co-chair
of the Military Sexual Assault
Prevention Caucus, said she was
shocked when she heard Sinclair’s
sentence.

“Military leaders must be held
to a higher standard, but this sen-
tence undermines that standard
of accountability,” Tsongas said.
“Itis clear that Brig. Gen. Sinclair
abused his authority and perpetu-
ated a toxic military culture thatis
accepting of unprofessional, inap-
propriate and criminal behavior.”

The case will send a “chilling
message” to victims of sexual as-
sault and likely discourage them
from reporting attacks, said Nancy
Parrish, president of Protect Our
Defenders.

“The military’s promises of
‘zero tolerance’ for sexual offenses
continue to ring hollow as yet an-

‘chilling message’

other high-ranking official is let
off the hook,” Parrish said. “This
case demonstrates how high-rank-
ing bad, abusive and even unlaw-
ful behavior is tolerated. The level
of tolerance is too often dictated
by the number of stars you have
on your shoulders.”

Mallika Dutt, president and
CEO of Breakthrough, a human
rights organization, said the sen-
tence also sends a clear — and
troubling — message about vio-
lence against women.

“We look to our military to at
the very least uphold their own
values of honor, integrity, respect
and more. It is deeply disappoint-
ing when instead they are seen
to uphold the cultural norms that
say women are less-than, inferior,
dispensable,” Dutt said. “This is
the very culture that allows dis-
crimination and violence against
‘women and girls to continue.”

Military leaders have made ef-
forts to address sexual assault in
the ranks, including working with
Congress to implement changes to
the way the military justice sys-
tem handles the assaults and helps
victims.

But, said Pentagon spokesman
Rear Adm. John Kirby, military
leaders know they must do better.

“We take the crime of sexual as-
sault very, very seriously,” he said
Thursday.

Kirby declined to comment on

ELLeN OzIER/AP

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair, center, arrives at the courthouse for
sentencing at Fort Bragg, N.C., on Thursday.

the Sinclair case or sentence but
said leaders are concerned about
victim confidence in the system
and about “the ability of leadership
and the system itself — the justice
system itself — in making sure
that those who are found guilty
are held properly accountable.”

Also Thursday, a Naval Acad-
emy football player accused of
sexually assaulting a female
midshipman during an off-cam-
pus party in 2012 was found not
guilty.

The academy superintendent
previously decided not to pros-

case raised more questions about
whether victims should feel com-
fortable reporting assaults.

But, Kirby said, despite such
high-profile examples of acquit-
tals or cases that do not go to trial,
“there are plenty of other cases
that go all the way to trial and get
convictions.”

“And look,” he said, “prosecu-
tions and convictions, while im-
portant in terms of holding people
accountable, that’s not the ultimate
goal here. The ultimate goal here
is zero sexual assaults in the mili-
tary. That’s what we’re after.”

ecute two other men who
had originally been accused of
sexual assault in the case. The

Jon Harper contributed to this report.
hlad.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad
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DOD weighing taking over background checks

By CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Pen-
tagon is moving toward taking
back responsibility for vetting
security-clearance applicants, a
process that has come under in-
creased scrutiny since investiga-
tors found widespread problems
that they said contributed to na-
tional security threats.

Officials said the idea, which
is under review by Defense Sec-
retary Chuck Hagel, would allow
the department better control of

background checks, now done
largely by the Office of Personnel
Management.

The OPM’s background inves-
tigations have been criticized as
rushed and incomplete, and the
main contractor in charge of the
work for the agency is facing a
whistleblower lawsuit. The suit,
which the Justice Department
has joined, alleges that the com-
pany “dumped,” or submitted
incomplete background checks,
in 665,000 cases in 4 years to
meet performance incentives and
reduce backlogs.

Pentagon reviews released
Tuesday concluded that the Sep-
tember shooting incident at the
Navy Yard, committed by a for-
mer Navy servicemember who
was working as a defense contrac-
tor, could have been prevented.
The reviews said Navy personnel
and supervisors at Experts Inc.,
which employed shooter Aaron
Alexis at the time, missed sev-
eral opportunities that could have
prevented him from obtaining a
security clearance.

One of those reviews, an inde-
pendent report ordered by Hagel,

criticized the OPM, saying that its
process “lacks transparency” and
that its “contract investigators re-
duce investigations to checklists.”
The report urged the Pentagon,
which pays the OPM $800 million
annually for background checks,
to perform the checks in-house,
as the State Department does.

In the meantime, the report
said, the Pentagon should deploy
case managers immediately to
work with OPM investigators “to
improve the quality of investiga-
tions and adjudications.”

OPM Director Katherine Ar-

chuleta said in a statement that
since she took over the agency
in November, the issue has been
“a priority.” “It is essential that
we continue to identify areas to
strengthen the background in-
vestigations program and take
the steps necessary to improve
the process,” she said.

She has been vocal about hold-
ing accountable USIS, the con-
tractor that does most of the OPM
background investigations, and
has said that her agency is work-
ing closely with the Justice De-
partment on its investigation.

Feds probe
financier’s
business
dealings

By RicHARD LARDNER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice
Department is investigating a
flamboyant Wall Street financier
who won millions of dollars in
military contracts and then hired
the Army officer who is suspected
of steering the money her way.

Interviews and documents ob-
tained by The Associated Press
portray entrepreneur Lynn Til-
ton and Col. Bert Vergez as being
in unusually close contact for
more than a year before Vergez
retired from the Army in late
2012. Among the allegations is
that Vergez provided Tilton with
details about upcoming contracts
to give her company, MD Helicop-
ters of Mesa, Ariz., an advantage
over the competition. No charges
have been filed.

Vergez went to work for Tilton
less than three months after hang-
ing up his uniform. The Justice
Department is examining wheth-
er his hiring
breached
“revolving
door” rules
that require
federal offi-
cialstowaita
year or more
before  re-
ceiving com-
pensation
from a com-
pany they
had deal-
ings with while employed by
the government, according to
people knowledgeable of the in-
quiry but not authorized to be
identified as the sources of the
information. Vergez’s ties to two
Russian businessmen also are

Tilton

Retired Army Col. Bert Vergez, center, receives his charter to
manage the Project Office for Non-Standard Rotary Wing Aircraft,
from now-Maj. Gen. William Crosby, right, and Randy Harkins,
former deputy project manager of NSRWA, in January 2010.

comment on the investigation.

The allegations run counter to
the by-the-bootstraps image Til-
ton has cultivated since founding
the private equity firm Patriarch
Partners in 2000. With her plati-
num blonde hair and trademark
stiletto heels, the Bronx, N.Y.-
born Tilton relishes her role as a
maverick in the buttoned-down
world of finance.

Her portfolio includes MD He-
licopters and 74 other companies
that employ 120,000 people and
generate more than $8 billion in
revenue. Tilton’s biography posted
on Patriarch’s web site attributes
her success to a “tireless work
ethic, innovative spirit and an un-
wavering quest for truth and light
where others see hopelessness.”

The investigation offers a win-
dow into the fiercely competitive
arena of government contracting.
Boeing, a defense industry giant,
sought information last year about
the circumstances of Vergez’s
hiring, a request one of Tilton’s
lawyers viewed as an attempt to
intimidate the smaller MD Heli-
copters, documents show.

At the time, Boeing and MD
Helicopters were locked in a legal
battle. The dispute stemmed
from a 2005 arrangement under
which Boeing would offer a he-
licopter for an Army contract
that was based on an airframe

being investigated.

AP last week sent a list of
questions to Davidson Goldin,
a spokesman for Tilton and her
company. Goldin declined to com-
ment. Vergez did not return emails
and telephone calls. Justice De-
partment spokeswoman Allison
Price said the department had no

MD Helicopters.
Boeing didn’t win, and the pro-
gram later was cancelled. When
the Army launched a successor
program, known as the Armed
Aerial Scout, Boeing argued the
previous arrangement still ap-
plied and MD Helicopters should
be barred from competing.
David Ruppert, then general

counsel for MD Helicopters, re-
buffed the request and rebuked
Boeing for trying to bully Tilton’s
company into settling the dispute.
In a letter to Boeing senior coun-
sel Anthony Tumminello, Rup-
pert called the inquiry a “baseless
insinuation of improper conduct.”
He warned Tumminello that if
Boeing “disseminates any false al-
legations of misconduct,” Tilton’s
company “will vigorously seek to
hold Boeing fully accountable.”

John Dern, a spokesman for
Boeing, declined to comment.
Ruppert did not return telephone
calls.

On aseparate but parallel track,
the FBI and Defense Criminal
Investigative Service are con-
ducting an inquiry into Vergez’s
connections to Russian business-
man Pavel Borisov, and his father
and business partner, Yuri.

The probe is focused on why
the Army acquisition office in
Huntsville, Ala., that Vergez ran
kept dealing with the Borisovs
even though they had a dismal
performance record on a con-
tract to overhaul Russian Mi-17
helicopters.

Despite the inquiry, Vergez
pushed his new employer to ap-
point Pavel Borisov as its sales
representative in Russia, Ukraine
and nine other former Soviet re-
publics, according to internal
company emails.

Government attorneys have
instructed Tilton and her compa-
nies to turn over a broad range of
records, including Tilton’s phone
and expense records and com-
munications between her, her
employees and Vergez that dis-
cussed his potential employment.

Pentagon’s February
contracts plummeted
in extended slump

By JoNATHAN D. SALANT
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Pentagon
contracts dropped 48 percent in
February, extending a slump that
has awards near the lowest level
in almost two years.

The Defense Department an-
nounced contracts with a maxi-
mum value of $12 billion last
month, compared with $23.1 bil-
lion a year earlier, according to
data compiled by Bloomberg.
They fell to $8.44 billion in Janu-
ary, the worst showing in at least
23 months.

Military officials “have sent
a very clear message that they
are going to be curtailing spend-
ing,” said Larry Allen, president
of Allen Federal Business Part-
ners, a consulting firm based in
McLean, Va. “And when they do
spend, they’re going to do so with
a very close eye on price.”

The delay in enacting a per-
manent federal spending bill and
snowstorms that closed the gov-
ernment also contributed to the
low contract awards in both Janu-
ary and February, Allen said.

“It takes a while, even after
Congress acts, for everything to
filter its way down to the individ-
ual accounts,” he said.

The government had been
funded under a temporary spend-
ing bill that restricted new fed-
eral contracts and projects from
mid-October through much of
January. Those limits ended after
President Barack Obama on Jan.
17 signed a $1.1 trillion measure

funding the government through
Sept. 30.

While last month’s announced
contracts declined from a year
earlier, they rose 42 percent from
January. The Defense Depart-
ment is required to announce
contracts of at least $6.5 million.

Last month’s largest award, a
$2.07 billion contract modifica-
tion, went to Chicago-based Boe-
ing for 16 P-8A Poseidon aircraft.
The Navy has set aside funds for
the entire amount.

The Feb. 25 award is in addi-
tion to 13 P-8As already deliv-
ered. The Navy eventually plans
to buy 117 of the planes to replace
its Lockheed Martin Corp. P-3
Orion aircraft.

“This contract reflects the suc-
cess of the program and enables
us to continue delivering an ad-
vanced, cost-effective maritime
patrol aircraft,” Rick Heerdt, a
Boeing vice president, said in a
press release.

The plane is used for patrols
at sea, including anti-submarine
and surveillance missions. The
Pentagon dispatched a P-8 last
week to search the Bay of Bengal
to help in the international search
for Flight 370, the missing Malay-
sian jetliner.

The third-largest agreement
was a $655.4 million Army con-
tract to Waltham, Mass.-based
Raytheon Co. for new fire units
for a Patriot air- and missile-
defense system in Kuwait. The
contract was awarded under the
government’s Foreign Military
Sales program.
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IRS officia
warns of big
phone scam

By Josu Hicks
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue Ser-
vice’s watchdog warned taxpayers Thursday about
a sophisticated nationwide phone scheme that it said
is “the largest scam of its kind” it has seen.

The scheme involves callers claiming to represent
the IRS and demanding immediate payments with
a prepaid debit card or wire transfer, the watchdog
said.

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Ad-
ministration Russell George said that “thou-
sands of victims” have paid more than
$1 million to fraudsters and that his agency has re-
ceived more than 20,000 reports of contact.

The callers have used much the same script,
TIGTA officials said.

Officials also said that the callers often know the
last four digits of the victims’ Social Security num-
bers, and they threaten arrest, deportation and the
revoking of driver’s licenses — something the IRS is
not authorized to do — to try to force compliance.

“If someone unexpectedly calls claiming to be
from the IRS and uses threatening language if you
don’t pay immediately, that is a sign that it really
isn’t the IRS calling,” George said in a statement.

The callers use common names and fake IRS
badge numbers, in addition to manipulating caller
IDs, to appear more legitimate, officials say. Some
also follow up with false IRS emails and with phone
calls in which they pretend to represent the police or
motor vehicles officials, TIGTA said.

The IRS generally contacts taxpayers first by
mail or with personal visits from field agents, and
it does not accept credit card information by phone,
officials said.

The scam, which the IRS first identified in Au-
gust, started out targeting immigrants, but the call-
ers are now going after people of all backgrounds,
officials said.

“The increasing number of people receiving these
unsolicited calls from individuals who fraudulently
claim to represent the IRS is alarming,” George
said.

The Secret Service, which deals with financial
crimes in addition to protecting national leaders and
their families, is investigating the scam, alongside
local law enforcement agencies.

Juuie Jacoson/AP

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., left, talks with Nevada governor Brian Sandoval before speaking at a news

conference Thursday in Las Vegas.

Reid seeks Senate probe of computers
used to review CIA interrogation effort

By Ep O’KEEFE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The tussle be-
tween the Senate and the CIA escalated
Thursday when Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., asked the Senate’s
top law enforcement official to review
computers used by Senate Intelligence
Committee staffers to probe the spy
agency’s controversial interrogation
program.

Reid has asked the Senate’s sergeant
at arms, Terrance Gainer, who has over-
sight of the U.S. Capitol Police, to lead
a review of an incident that prompted
senators and the CIA to accuse each
other of illegal activity and led both
sides to ask the Justice Department to
investigate the matter.

Reid’s request for a Senate investi-
gation was revealed in letters sent late
Wednesday to CIA Director John Bren-
nan and Attorney General Eric Holder
Jr. and comes as aides say Reid has
grown convinced that the CIA over-

stepped its authority by attempting to
interfere in the Intelligence Commit-
tee’s investigation into the CIA’s con-
troversial interrogation program. The
results of the years-long investigation
may be released in the coming weeks.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., who
leads the intelligence panel, first pub-
licly accused the CIA of interfering in
her investigation during a dramatic
Senate floor speech last week. Aides
said that Reid had been directly con-
veying his own concerns about the situ-
ation to Brennan during their regular
intelligence briefings.

Reid used his letter to Brennan to re-
iterate his concerns and to ask that the
CIA grant Gainer and his staff proper
security clearances and access to com-
puters used by committee staffers to
access millions of documents describ-
ing the interrogation program. As part
of the investigation, the CIA agreed to
set up a bank of computers at a secret
facility in Northern Virginia for inves-
tigators to review operational cables,

executive memos and other files on the
interrogation program.

Reid in his letter also rejected as “pa-
tently absurd” suggestions by Brennan
that committee staffers improperly ac-
cessed classified information about the
agency and the interrogation program.
“To my knowledge, the CIA has pro-
duced no evidence to support its claims
that Senate committee staff who have
no technical training somehow hacked
into the CIA’s highly secure classified
networks,” he said.

As part of the dispute, CIA officials
have referred the matter to the Justice
Department.

Holder told reporters Wednesday
that the Justice Department is review-
ing the CIA’s referral of the case, but he
would not say whether the department
has decided to investigate the matter.

In his letter to Holder, Reid asked that
the department “carefully examine” the
accusations leveled by the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee and the CIA against
each other.

‘Widow’s mandate’ lawmakers tend to follow spouses’ voting patterns

By CHRISTOPHER INGRAHAM
The Washington Post

If Debbie Dingell succeeds
her husband, John, in Michigan’s
12th Congressional District — as
seems likely — it will mark a
slightly odd milestone: She’ll be
the first woman to take over her
husband’s seat while the husband
is still alive.

Plenty of women have inherited
their husband’s seats. Forty-seven
to be exact — eight in the Senate
and 39 in the House. But accord-
ing to Debbie Walsh of the Center
for American Women and Politics
at Rutgers University, in each of
those instances, the woman took
over the seat after her husband
had passed away. The mechan-
ics are slightly different for the

House and the Senate — empty
House seats are filled via a spe-
cial election, while Senate seats
are typically filled via appoint-
ment. “Widow’s succession,” or
the “widow’s mandate,” is the
technical term for when an empty
seat is filled by the spouse of the
deceased legislator.

“Widow’s succession used to be
the way that women got into Con-
gress, with very few exceptions,”
explained Walsh. The practice
peaked in the mid-20th century.
“There was a period when you
could look at all the women serv-
ing in Congress and a majority
had initially gotten in that way.”
The practice has declined since
but still persists — Reps. Lois
Capps, D-Calif,, and Doris Mat-

sui, D-Calif., are the only two
women currently in Congress
who initially inherited their hus-
bands’ seats.

The idea behind the practice
‘was continuity, the notion that the
‘women would complete the work
their husbands started. “For
the parties, these women were
placeholders,” Walsh said. “The
idea was to get somebody in and
then regroup and keep intraparty
fights from happening.”

Iwas curious whether it worked
out this way in practice: Did the
widows govern similarly to their
husbands while in office? One way
to get at this question is to look at
the comparative ideological lean-
ings of both spouses while in of-
fice. For each husband-wife pair,

I looked at ideology scores devel-
oped by political scientists Keith
Poole and Howard Rosenthal.
Because these scores are derived
from legislators’ voting records,
they serve as a useful proxy for
overall governing behavior.

In most cases, wives do in fact
govern similarly to their husbands
— on average, wives’ ideologi-
cal scores are slightly more lib-
eral than their spouses, but not by
much. California’s Mary Bono is
notable among recent widows for
being significantly more conser-
vative than her husband, Sonny.
The greatest spousal ideological
differences occurred in the early
part of the 20th century — of the
five largest ideology score differ-
ences, four were from women who

took office in the 1920s and 1930s.

Moreover, in the 1920s and
1930s, women tended to govern
closer to the center than their hus-
bands — Democratic women were
more conservative than their hus-
bands, while Republican women
were more liberal. But this trend
fades after that point. Conversely,
since the 1970s, most of the wid-
ows have generally governed sim-
ilarly to their husbands.

Which brings us back to Debo-
rah Dingell, a Democrat. If the
recent trends hold true, it’s safe
to assume she won’t make any
radical departures from her hus-
band’s record. On the other hand,
by taking office while her hus-
band is still alive, she’s in some-
what uncharted territory.
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With health law, workers weigh option to qui

By Carwra K. JounsoN
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — For uninsured
people, the nation’s new health
care law may offer an escape
from worry about unexpected,
astronomical medical bills. But
for Stephanie Payne of St. Louis,
who already had good insurance,
the law could offer another kind
of escape: the chance to quit her

job.

At 62, Payne has worked for
three decades as a nurse, most
recently traveling house to house
caring for 30 elderly and disabled
patients. But she’s ready to leave
that behind, including the job-
based health benefits, to move to
Oregon and to promote her self-
published book. She envisions
herself blogging, doing radio in-
terviews and speaking to seniors’
groups.

“I want the freedom to fit that

into my day without squeezing it
into my day,” she said.

One of the selling points of the
new health care plan, which has
a March 31 enrollment deadline,
is that it breaks the link between
affordable health insurance and
having a job with benefits. Payne
believes she’ll be able to replace
her current coverage with a
$400- to $500-per-month plan on
Oregon’s version of the new in-
surance exchange system set up
under the law.

Federal experts believe the
new insurance option will be a
powerful temptation for a lot of
Jjob-weary workers ready to bail
out. Last month, congressional
budget analysts estimated that
within 10 years, the equivalent
of 2.5 million full-time workers
could be working less because of
the expanded coverage.

But is the new option a gamble?
That’s a matter of debate, not only

among the politicians who are
still arguing furiously over the
law’s merits, but among econo-
mists and industry experts.

“We don’t know what the future
of exchange insurance will be,”
said economist Douglas Holtz-
Eakin, president of the Ameri-
can Action Forum, a center-right
public policy institute. Premiums
should remain stable if enroll-
ment picks up and broadens to in-
clude younger, healthier people.
But if older, sicker people are the
vast majority of customers, prices
eventually could spike.

For Mike Morucci, 50, the idea
of leaving his information tech-
nology job and its health benefits
is “terrifying,” he said.

But he decided to take the
plunge after reviewing the range
of coverage available at different
price points. Tax credits will help
those with moderate incomes pay
their insurance premiums. And

coverage is guaranteed even for
those with pre-existing condi-
tions. Twenty-five states also
agreed to expand their Medicaid
programs, providing health care
for more low-income people.

“It definitely freed up my think-
ing when I thought, ‘Do I want to
give this a go?”” Morucci, of Elli-
cott City, Md.

Morucci has been writing
scripts at night and on weekends
for four years and is on a team of
writers for a web-based comedy
series titled “Click!” launching
this spring. Before giving notice
at the job he had held for 18 years,
he made a spreadsheet of health
plans available on the Maryland
exchange and found one for $650
per month to cover him and his
23-year-old daughter.

“I turned 50, so for me it’s time
to focus on my passion instead of
my paycheck,” he said.

Jerr RoBersoN/AP

Stephanie Payne, of St. Louis,
plans to plans to retire early
from her nursing career and to
take advantage of health care
coverage offered through the
Affordable Care Act, allowing her
spend more time pursuing other
interests while not being tied to
employer-sponsored coverage.

Oskar Garcia/AP

A pedestrian walks in front of a
on Wednesday.
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Hawalii law permits police
to have sex with prostitutes

By Sam E1FLING
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Honolulu po-
lice officers have urged lawmak-
ers to keep an exemption in state
law that allows undercover offi-
cers to have sex with prostitutes
during investigations, touching
off a heated debate.

Authorities say they need the
legal protection tocatchlawbreak-
ers in the act. Critics, including
human trafficking experts and
other police, say it’s unneces-
sary and could further victimize
sex workers, many of whom have
been forced into the trade.

Police haven’'t said how often
— or even if — they use the pro-
vision. And when they asked leg-
islators to preserve it, they made
assurances that internal policies
and procedures are in place to

prevent officers from taking ad-
vantage of it.

But expert Derek Marsh said
the exemption is “antiquated at
best” and that police can easily
do without it.

“It doesn’t help your case, and
at worst you further trauma-
tize someone. And do you think
he or she is going to trust a cop
again?” asked Marsh, who trains
California police in best practices
on human trafficking cases and
twice has testified to Congress
about the issue.

A Hawaii bill cracking down on
prostitution originally was writ-
ten to scrap the sex exemption for
officers on duty. It was amended
to restore that protection after
police testimony. The revised
proposal passed the state House
and will go before a Senate com-
mittee Friday.

It’s not 1mmed1ately clear
whether similar provisions are
in place elsewhere as state law or
department policy. But advocates
were shocked that Hawaii ex-
empts police from its prostitution
laws, suggesting it’s an invitation
for misconduct.

“Police abuse is part of the life
of prostitution,” said Melissa Far-
ley, the executive director of the
San Francisco-based group Pros-
titution Research and Education.
Farley said that in places without
such police protections “women
who have escaped prostitution”
commonly report being coerced
into giving police sexual favors to
keep from being arrested.

The Hawaii bill aims to ratchet
up penalties on johns and pimps.
Selling sex would remain a petty
misdemeanor.

Black preschoolers more
likely to face suspension

By KivBErLY HEFLING
AND JESSE J. HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Black stu-
dents are more likely to be sus-
pended from U.S. public schools
— even as tiny preschoolers.

The racial disparities in Amer-
ican education, from access to
high-level classes and experi-
enced teachers to discipline, were
highlighted in a report released
Friday by the Education Depart-
ment’s civil rights arm.

The suspensions — and dis-
parities — begin at the earliest
grades.

Black children represent about
18 percent of children enrolled in
preschool programs in schools,
but almost half of the students
suspended more than once, the
report said. Six percent of the
nation’s districts with preschools
reported suspending at least one
preschool child.

Advocates long have said get-
tough suspension and arrest poli-
cies in schools have contributed
to a “school-to-prison” pipeline
that snags minority students, but
much of the emphasis has been
on middle school and high school
policies. This was the first time
the department reported data on
preschool discipline.

Earlier this year, the Obama
administration issued guidance
encouraging schools to abandon
what it described as overly zeal-
ous discipline policies that send
students to court instead of the
principal’s office. But even before
the announcement, school dis-
tricts have been adjusting poli-
cies that disproportionately affect
minority students.

Overall, the data show that
black students of all ages are
suspended and expelled at a rate
that’s three times higher than that
of white children. Even as boys
receive more than two-thirds of

suspensions, black girls are sus-
pended at higher rates than girls
of any other race or most boys.

The data don’t explain why the
disparities exist nor why the stu-
dents were suspended.

“It is clear that the United
States has a great distance to go
to meet our goal of providing op-
portunities for every student to
succeed,” Education Secretary
Arne Duncan said in a statement.

“This critical report shows
that racial disparities in school
discipline policies are not only
well documented among older
students, but actually begin dur-
ing preschool,” Attorney General
Eric Holder said. “Every data
point represents a life impacted
and a future potentially diverted
or derailed. This administration
is moving aggressively to dis-
rupt the school-to-prison pipeline
in order to ensure that all of our
young people have equal educa-
tional opportunities.”

Nationally, 1 million children
were served in public preschool
programs, with about 60 percent
of districts offering preschool dur-
ing the 2011-2012 school year, ac-
cording to the data. The data show
nearly 5,000 preschoolers were
suspended once. At least 2,500
were suspended more than once.

Daniel Losen, director of the
Center for Civil Rights Remedies
for the Civil Rights Project at
UCLA, said the findings are dis-
turbing because the suspended
preschoolers aren’t likely pre-
senting a danger, such as teen-
ager bringing a gun to school.

“Almost none of these kids are
kids that wouldn’t be better off
with some support from educa-
tors,” Losen said. “Just kicking
them out of school is denying
them access to educational op-
portunity at such a young age.
Then, as they come in for kinder-
garten, they are just that much
less prepared.”
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Calif. rampage, Ore. dea

By JEFF BARNARD
The Associated Press

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — Inves-
tigators are trying to determine
if a suspect’s path of bloodshed
started with the slaying of an el-
derly Oregon man. They know it
ended with his death in a police
shootout on the Northern Califor-
nia coast, shortly after he killed a
sheriff’s deputy.

The cause of the rampage re-
mained unclear Thursday, Men-
docino County, Calif,, sheriff’s
Capt. Greg Van Patten said as
colleagues mourned one of their
own. “Today is much harder than
yesterday to grasp,” he said.

In addition to the shootout in
California, Eugene, Ore., police
said Ricardo Antonio Chaney,
32, was also “more likely than
not” responsible for the slaying
of George Bundy Wasson, 79,
a retired University of Oregon
anthropology instructor and Co-
quille Tribe elder.

Eugene police spokeswoman
Melinda McLaughlin said he was
found shot to death in his burning
house early Wednesday morning.

McLaughlin would not divulge
any more details of the slaying of
Wasson, who lived alone. Chaney

‘Unfortunately, my aim wasn't too good. If | had
been better then he might not have made it to do

what he did later. ”

John Mills

survived shooting by Ricardo Antonio Chaney

had been considered a person
of interest by police because he
knew Wasson’s family.

Less than an hour after the
fire was discovered, police said,
Chaney pulled a gun on two men
in their 20s outside their home
near the university’s football sta-
dium, located about S miles away,
and sped off in their 2006 black
BMW 330i sedan. Initially forced
into the trunk, the men managed
to escape in the parking lot and
called 911.

Two weeks earlier, police had
questioned Chaney after tracing
a stolen cellphone to the location
where he was living in his car
next to a city park, according to
the police website.

After impounding the car, po-
lice searched it and found some
methamphetamine, several guns,
including a modified AR-15 as-

sault-style rifle, and body armor.
Chaney was booked into the jail
but released the same day with-
out being
charged.

The dis-
trict  attor-
ney did not
respond to
an email
asking why
no charges
were filed,
but Lane
County has
had to lay
off prosecutors due to declining
funding.

About 10 hours after the car-
jacking, the sheriff’s office re-
ceived a call from an employee
of Confusion Hill, a California
tourist attraction along Highway
101, about 180 miles north of San

Francisco, that offers train rides
through redwoods.

John Mills, S5, a front-desk
worker, said he had found a man
— later identified by authorities
as Chaney — urinating outside a
bathroom in a fenced park area.
When Mills told him to leave,
Chaney cursed and briefly drove
away, but then returned with a
double-barreled shotgun, Mills
said.

“Things went sideways from
there,” said Mills, who grabbed a
baton and hit the shotgun as the
attacker came through the en-
trance, causing the weapon to fire
around into the ground.

Mills said Chaney then pointed
the shotgun directly at him. Mills
said he dropped down and rolled
into a kitchen door as another
round was fired. He said Chaney-
got a pistol from the kitchen and
shot back at Chaney, who fled to
his car and drove away.

“Unfortunately, my aim wasn’t
too good. If T had been better, then
he might not have made it to do
what he did later,” Mills told The
Associated Press on Thursday.

Chaney was spotted about an
hour later by a deputy but got
away during a chase that reached
speeds of more than 100 mph.

th may be linked

He was encountered by police
officer Del Fiorentino in Cleone,
arural area with a mix of homes,
forest and open fields, a little be-
fore noon Wednesday, about 12
hours since Wasson was found
dead. Allman said Chaney opened
fire with an AK-47-style assault
rifle, spraying Del Fiorentino’s
vehicle with bullets and killing the
officer.

Fort Bragg police Lt. John
Naulty, who was searching for
Chaney nearby, heard the gunfire
and found Chaney going through
the deputy’s vehicle, the sheriff
said. Chaney fired six or seven
rounds at Naulty, who returned
fire, Allman said. Chaney was
later found dead.

Del Fiorentino, once a wrestling
coach at Fort Bragg High School,
began as a deputy with Mendoci-
no County in 1988. He spent 10
years with the Fort Bragg Police
Department before returning to
the sheriff’s office in 2000.

The investigation was turned
over to the Mendocino County
District Attorney’s office and it
could take weeks before any find-
ings are released, spokesman
Mike Geniella said. Autopsies
were scheduled for Friday.

Chimp attack victim
requests state lawsuit

The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — The
woman mauled by a friend’s
chimpanzee in 2009 is expected
to make a personal plea to Con-
necticut legislators, hoping they’ll
allow her to sue the state for $150
million in damages.

A spokeswoman says Charla
Nash will appear Friday at a pub-
lic hearing before the General As-
sembly’s Judiciary Committee.

The panel is considering a bill
that would override the June de-
cision by the State Claims Com-

missioner, who dismissed Nash’s
initial request for permission to
sue.

The state generally is immune
from lawsuits unless allowed by
the claims commissioner.

Nash was blinded, lost both
hands and underwent a face
transplant following the attack.
Her attorneys contend a state law
gave the Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection
“unequivocal authority” to seize
the chimpanzee, “whose exis-
tence threatened public health
and safety.”

Charla Nash sits before a hearing at the L

Jessica HiLL /AP

Life term
sought for
killer bride

The Associated Press

HELENA, Mont. — Federal
prosecutors recommended a life
sentence for a Montana newly-
wed who pleaded guilty to mur-
der after saying she pushed her
new husband off a cliff in Glacier
National Park. Her attorney, how-
ever, said the “extremely reckless
but unintentional act” merits 10

Office
in Hartford, Conn., to determine whether she may sue the state for

$150 million in claimed damages.

Study finds

By CHRISTOPHER WEBER
The Associated Press

IRVINE, Calif. — Golfers are
urged to swing with care after
scientists at the University of
California-Irvine proved that ti-
tanium-coated clubs can cause
course-side vegetation to burst
into flames.

Orange County Fire Author-
ity Capt. Steve Concialdi said
Wednesday that the results
confirm a suspicion investiga-
tors have had for years: that
titanium alloy clubs were the
cause of at least two blazes on
area golf courses, including one
that burned 25 acres at Irvine'’s
Shady Canyon in 2010.

A second fire, sparked at

sparks from golf clubs ignite fires

If hit upon a rock, clubs containing titanium
can produce sparks of up to 3,000 degrees
F that will burn for more than a second.

Arroyo Trabuco Golf Club in
Mission Viejo, burned close to
homes.

“The common denominator
was each golfer used a titanium
club and hit the ball just out of
bounds next to dry vegetation
where the ground was extremely
rocky,” he said.

Investigators who were
“laughed at” when they first
floated the golf club theory have
been vindicated, according to
Concialdi.

Scientists painstakingly re-

created in the lab course the con-
ditions on the days of the fires.
Using high-speed cameras and
electron microscopes, they found
that if hit upon a rock, clubs con-
taining titanium can produce
sparks of up to 3,000 degrees F
that will burn for more than a
second, said James Earthman,
a chemical engineering and ma-
terials science professor and an
author of the study.

“And that gives the spark plen-
ty of time” to ignite nearby foli-

age, he said. “Titanium reacts
violently with both oxygen and
nitrogen in the air.”

In contrast, when standard
stainless steel clubs were used,
there was no reaction.

Most golf clubs have steel
heads, but many manufacturers
also make ones with a titanium
alloy component in the head.
Such alloys are 40 percent light-
er, which can make the club easi-
er to swing, researchers said.

Concialdi said the fire author-
ity is giving golfers using tita-
nium clubs permission to break
the rules and “improve their lie”
— that is, to move their ball away
from rocks and dry vegetation.

“If they need to take a penalty,
take a penalty,” he said.

years in prison.

A ing hearing for Jor-
dan Graham, 22, is set for March
27 before U.S. District Judge Don-
ald Molloy in Missoula. Graham
entered her plea in December to
second-degree murder in the July
death of Cody Johnson, 25, her
husband of eight days.

Johnson’s body was found at
the bottom of the cliff three days
after he was reported missing by
a friend and co-worker. Graham
said at her trial that she was hav-
ing second thoughts about being
married so young and they went
to the park to talk about it.

They argued heatedly at the
edge of a steep cliff. Johnson
grabbed her, she became angry
and she “just pushed” without
thinking about where they were,
Graham said then. She didn’t tell
anybody what had happened, in-
stead making up a story that John-
son had gone for a “joyride” with
friends from Washington state.

In court filings Tuesday, Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Zeno Baucus
asked Molloy to impose a life sen-
tence or else no less than 50 years
in prison.
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UKRAINE UNREST

Echoes of Crimea
keep Ukraine’s
east rumbling

By Yuras KARMANAU
AND PETER LEONARD
The Associated Press

ARTEMIVSK, Ukraine — The
disheveled men barricading
the muddy lane leading into a
military facility in this eastern
Ukraine town say they are mak-
ing a stand to defend the region’s
Russian-speaking majority.

In the nearby city of Donetsk,
gangs of pro-Russian activists and
Cossacks armed with sticks and
bats have been storming one local
government office after another,
only to leave a short while later.

It looks a lot like Crimea.

But despite feeling or speaking
Russian, many in these eastern
regions still adhere strongly to
their Ukrainian identity, so things
could play out far differently.

“Russia has been unable to
achieve the rapid breakaway of
eastern Ukraine and we are fo-
cused on a long-term scenario,”
said Andrei Purgin, whose banned
Donetsk Republic separatist group
has been engaged in the seizure of
public administration buildings.

Rumblings in the east began
soon after last month’s ouster of
President Viktor Yanukovych,

Kharkiv and Lugansk — have
struggled to thwart pro-Russian
rabbles from seizing local gov-
ernment buildings in protest.

At the military facility in
Artemivsk, several dozen pro-
Russian activists, many of them
wearing black leather jackets,
intermittently formed a human
cordon Thursday to stop vehicles
from entering or exiting. They
argue that blockading the facility
would prevent the use of armed
forces to quell popular discontent
against the interim government.

“Power in Kiev has been seized
by a junta that wants to speak to
defiant people in eastern Ukraine
with weapons and force. We will
not allow this,” declared Sergei

Vary ,a
taking part in the endeavor.

Not unlike the encampment
erected by protesters in Kiev’s
main square, also known as the
Maidan, pro-Russia activists in
Artemivsk have pitched tents, in-
stalled an open-air field kitchen
and burn wood in steel drums to
warm themselves.

“We’ll show them Maidan. The
east of Ukraine will live separate-
ly, by its own laws,” said Vary-

who was ding his

whose political strongholds lay
mainly in the nation’s Russian-
speaking Donbass industrial
heartland.

The protests that brought about
his downfall and paralyzed the
capital, Kiev, were perceived by
many here as ardent Ukrainian
nationalism.

In truth, the monthslong pro-
tests on Kiev’s Independence
Square were focused on a desire to
fight corruption and to strength-
en ties with Europe. But when the
new parliament that took center
stage after Yanukovych’s over-
throw moved to drop Russian
as an official language, eastern-
ers’ worst suspicions and fears
seemed to have been realized.

Although the new government
quickly backed off that proposal,
the damage had been done.

Police in a dozen cities across
the Donbass — including Donetsk,

third day camping out.

Around Donetsk, a city of near-
ly 1 million people, pro-Russian
activists have set up 10 check-
points to inspect vehicles for sus-
picious content. They say they
are trying to keep what they call
radical nationalists from western
Ukraine from bringing in weap-
ons to make trouble.

For all this activity, allies of the
Kiev government in the east are
confident they can avert the kind
of widespread unrest that might
prompt Moscow to send in troops
to restore order and protect its
Russian-speaking brethren.

Metals billionaire Sergei Ta-
ruta, who was recently appointed
governor of the Donetsk province,
an area where he has vast busi-
ness interests, is fighting hard to
reassert the new Ukrainian lead-
ership’s authority over the east.

Sercel GRITS/AP

Pro Russian activists block a road Thursday with car tires near

a Ukrainian army

to prevent the export of arms and

armory
ammunition in the village of Poraskoveyevka, eastern Ukraine

Al

Vapim GHIRDA/AP

airman carries a TV set Friday as he leaves the Belbek air base outside Sevastopol, Crimea.

Russia annexes Crimea
as Ukraine, EU sign deal

BY VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — President Vladi-
mir Putin completed his an-
nexation of Crimea on Friday,
signing a law making the Black
Sea peninsula part of Russia just
as Ukraine, itself, sealed a deal
pulling it closer into Europe’s
orbit.

Putin said he saw no need to
further retaliate against U.S.
sanctions, a newly conciliatory
tone that apparently aimed to
contain one of the worst crises in
Russia’s relations with the West
since the Cold War. However, the
Russian Foreign Ministry said a
few hours later that Moscow will
“harshly” respond to the latest
round of U.S. sanctions — the
conflicting signals apparently
intended to persuade the West to
end the spat over Ukraine.

At Ukrainian bases on the pen-
insula, troops hesitated, besieged
by Russian forces and awaiting
orders. Russia claimed some
had already switched sides and
agreed to join the Russian mili-
tary. Friday had been the dead-
line for Ukrainian troops to leave
Crimea, to join the Russian mili-
tary or to demobilize.

Russia rushed the annexation
of the strategic peninsula after
residents there voted in a hast-
ily called referendum Sunday to
leave Ukraine and to join Rus-
sia. Ukraine and the West have
rejected the vote, saying it was
held at gunpoint because Rus-
sian troops had seized control of
Crimea two weeks earlier. The
U.S. and the EU have responded
to the crisis by slapping sanctions

on Russia.

Putin hailed the incorporation
of Crimea into Russia as a “re-
markable event” before he signed
the parliament bills into law Fri-
day in the Kremlin. He also or-
dered fireworks in Moscow and
Crimea.

At nearly the same time in a
ceremony in Brussels, Ukraine’s
new prime minister pulled his
nation closer to Europe by sign-
ing a political association agree-
ment with the European Union.
It was the same deal that touched
off Ukraine’s political crisis, the
deal that President Viktor Yanu-
kovych rejected in November, ig-
niting the months of protests that
drove him from office and sent
him fleeing to Russia.

“Russia decided to actually im-
pose a new post-Cold War order
and revise the results of the Sec-
ond World War,” Ukrainian Prime
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk said
in Brussels. “The best way to con-
tain Russia is to impose real eco-
nomic leverage over them.”

President Barack Obama on
Thursday ordered a second round
of sanctions against nearly two
dozen members of Putin’s inner
circle and a major bank support-
ing them.

Moscow retaliated by banning
nine U.S. officials and lawmakers
from entering Russia, but Putin
indicated that Russia would likely
refrain from curtailing coopera-
tion in areas such as Afghanistan.
Moscow appears to hope to limit
the damage.

But the latest U.S. sanctions,
which targeted Putin’s chief of
staff along with other senior
Kremlin aides and four business-

men considered to be his lifelong
friends, dealt a painful blow to
Russia. Obama also warned that
more sweeping penalties against
Russia’s  economy, including
its robust energy sector, could
follow.

International rating agencies
downgraded Russia’s outlook and
Russian stocks tumbled Friday.

“The economic impact of the
sanctions is already visible — on
the stock exchange, the value
of the Ruble, the investment cli-
mate,” EU President Herman
Van Rompuy told VRT network.

The EU on Friday added 12
more people to bring its list of
those facing visa ban and asset
freeze sanctions to 33. According
to a document obtained on Friday
by the Associated Press, the list
included some of Russian offi-
cials and lawmakers targeted by
the first round of U.S. sanctions
Monday.

Beyond the targeting of of-
ficials linked to the annexation
of the Crimea Peninsula, the
EU leaders also decided at their
summit to prepare economic
sanction in case the situation in
eastern Ukraine would deterio-
rate further.

Putin tried to play down the
sanctions’ toll on Russia at Fri-
day’s televised session of the
presidential Security Council.

“We should keep our distance
from those people who com-
promise us,” he said, a jocular
reference to the officials on the
sanctions list, some of whom at-
tended the meeting.
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Australia:
No sign of
Malaysian
airplane

By RoB GRIFFITH
AND KRISTEN GELINEAU
The Associated Press

PERTH, Australia — Search planes
scoured a remote patch of the Indian Ocean
but came back empty-handed Friday after a
10-hour mission looking for any sign of the
missing Malaysia Airlines jet, another dis-
appointing day in one of the world’s biggest
aviation mysteries.

Australian officials pledged to continue
the search for two large objects spotted by a
satellite earlier this week, which had raised
hopes that the two-week hunt for the Boeing
777 that disappeared March 8 with 239 peo-
ple on board was nearing a breakthrough.

But Australia’s acting Prime Minister
‘Warren Truss tamped down expectations.

“Something that was floating on the sea
that long ago may no longer be floating — it
may have slipped to the bottom,” he said.
“It’s also certain that any debris or other
material would have moved a significant
distance over that time, potentially hun-
dreds of kilometers.”

In Kuala Lumpur, where the plane took
off for Beijing, Malaysia’s defense minister
thanked more than two dozen countries in-
volved in the search that is stretching from
Kazakhstan in Central Asia to the southern
Indian Ocean, and said the focus remains
on finding the airplane.

“This is going to be a long haul,” Hisham-
muddin Hussein told a news conference.

The search area indicated by the satellite
images — some 1,550 miles southwest of
Perth — is so remote it takes aircraft four
hours to fly there and four hours back, leav-
ing them with only enough fuel to search for
about two hours.

On Friday, five planes, including three
P-3 Orions, made the trip. While search
conditions had improved from Thursday,
with much better visibility, the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority said there were
no sightings of plane debris.

Searchers relied mostly on trained spot-
ters aboard the planes scanning the ocean
rather than radar because the use of radar
found nothing during the first day of the
search on Thursday, Australian officials
said.

Going forward, the search will focus
more on visual sightings because civilian
aircraft are being brought in to participate.
The military planes will continue to use
both radar and spotters.

“Noting that we got no radar detections
yesterday, we have replanned the search
to be visual — so aircraft flying relatively
low, very highly skilled and trained observ-
ers looking out of the aircraft windows and
looking to see objects,” said John Young,
manager of the maritime safety authority’s
emergency response division.

Two Chinese aircraft are expected to ar-
rive in Perth on Saturday to join the search,
and two Japanese aircraft will be arriving
Sunday, Truss said. A small flotilla of ships
coming to Australia from China was still
several days away.

“We are doing all that we can, devoting

One of the of Chinese

IMH370 wipes her tears as she watches a TV

Avexanoer F. Yuan/AP
aboard missing Malaysia Airlines Flight
of a briefing by Malaysian

officials in a hotel ballroom in Beijing on Friday.
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The Australian Maritime Safety Authority is concentrating its search for the plane in

the southern Indian Ocean.

all the resources we can, and we will not
give up until all of the options have been
exhausted,” said Truss, who is acting prime
minister while Tony Abbott is in Papua New
Guinea.

Experts say it is impossible to tell if the
grainy satellite images of the two objects —
one almost 80 feet long and the other mea-
suring 15 feet — showed debris from the
plane. But officials have called this the best
lead so far in the search that began after the
plane vanished over the Gulf of Thailand
on an overnight flight.

For relatives of the people aboard the
plane — 154 of the 227 passengers are
Chinese — hope was slipping away, said

Nan Jinyan, sister-in-law of passenger Yan
Ling.

“I'm psychologically prepared for the
worst, and I know the chances of them com-
ing back alive are extremely small,” said
Nan, one of dozens of relatives gathered at a
Beijing hotel awaiting any word about their
loved ones.

Abbott spoke with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, whom he described as
“devastated.”

“It’s about the most inaccessible spot that
you could imagine on the face of the Earth,
but if there is anything down there, we will
find it. We owe it to the families of those
people to do no less,” Abbott said.

Hunt for jet
tests limits
of satellites

By JOEL ACHENBACH
AND Scort HIGHAM
The Washington Post

The disappearance of Malaysia Airlines
Flight MH370 has exposed the techno-
logical limits of satellites, which can see a
license plate from space — if not necessar-
ily read it — but struggle to find a missing
jetliner.

These limits are shaped by physics,
money and practicality. Military and com-
mercial satellites are not closely observing
and amassing data about the blank places
on the map in lightly traveled seas — such
as remote areas of the Indian Ocean thou-
sands of miles from where Flight MH370
vanished from radar.

There’s also a trade-off when scrutiniz-
ing the surface from space: You can go
wide or you can go deep, but you can’t do
both. The most sophisticated spy satellites
are essentially looking down straws, trying
to resolve small details in a narrow field of

view.
' . “Imagine  driving
Imagine  down the street at 70
ivi miles an hour with a
drlvmg pair of binoculars and
down the trying to look at every
street at single mailbox,” said
" Brian Weeden, tech-
70 miles nical adviser to the
an hour gec_ure World FOLI;_I»
= ation, a nonprofit
wﬂ_ha organization devoted
pair of to space policy. “You
binoculars can't slew your bin-
. oculars around fast

and trying  enough.”
to look The satellites may
yet prove triumphant
at every in this baffling case.
single There is ftantali;il;}g
o imagery of possible
mailbox. ” debris from the miss-
Brian Weeden ing plane that has been
Secure World made public by Aus-
Foundation tralian officials. They

were taken by World-

View-2, a high-reso-
lution commercial satellite circling the
planet at an altitude of 470 miles.

It’s unclear what’s in the images. The pri-
mary object, if it is an object and not some
trick of light, was seen Sunday — eight days
after Flight MH370 disappeared — in the
southern Indian Ocean about 1,500 miles
west of Perth, Australia.

Nothing has been spotted by aircraft or
satellites in that location in the days since,
officials have said. If the mystery object is
part of the plane, it means the Boeing 777
flew from the equator almost halfway to
the South Pole.

There are satellites in geostationary or-
bits that can see huge swaths of the planet,
but they’re 22,000 miles above the surface
and lack the resolution of the satellites in
low Earth orbit.

“Weather satellites can see the whole
world but can’t see anything much smaller
than a hurricane,” said Jonathan McDow-
ell, an astronomer at the Harvard-Smith-
sonian Center for Astrophysics who also
runs a website tracking all the satellites
currently in orbit.

Confounding the search is that no one is
sure what, exactly, to look for.

“We don’t know the size and shape of the
object we're looking for, and there’s lots of
stuff in the ocean,” Weeden said. “There’s
debris from shipping — containers and
other stuff blown overboard. There’s natu-
ral stuff like trees and everything else.”

And there’s a lot of ocean out there.
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Michelle Obama
meets Chinese
president, wife

By Dip1 Tane
The Associated Press

BEIJING — U.S. first lady Michelle Obama
met with Chinese President Xi Jinping on Fri-
day, the first day of her weeklong China visit,
in a sign that the leaders of the world’s two
largest economies are seeking to build stron-
ger bonds.

The formal meeting between Xi and Mi-
chelle Obama, in the company of Xi's wife
Peng Liyuan and the first lady’s daughters and
mother, took place in a state guesthouse after
Michelle Obama toured a Beijing high school
and the former Imperial Palace with her host
Peng.

“I cherish my sound working relationship
and personal friendship I already established
with your husband,” Xi said. “We stay in
close touch between phone conversations and
correspondence.”

Michelle Obama thanked Xi for the warm
reception for herself and her family. “We have
had a wonderful first day here in China,” she
told Xi.

The meeting was not on the first lady’s offi-
cial itinerary but was expected. “It is only logi-
cal for President Xi to meet her, because it is a
matter of etiquette for the head of the house-
hold to meet the guest of his wife,” said Teng
Jianqun, director of the American studies de-
partment at China Institute of International
Studies. He added that Michelle Obama likely

Anpy Wone/AP

First lady Michelle Obama with her daughters Malia, right, and Sasha, second from right, is
greeted by Chinese President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan, left, in Beijing on Friday.

served as a messenger on behalf of President
Barack Obama.

Her China visit has been seen as a prelude to
an upcoming meeting between Xi and Obama
at a nuclear security summit in The Hague,
‘when more thorny issues would be raised.

“She also made history as the first U.S. first
lady to visit China independently,” Teng said.

Aides for Michelle Obama have said the first

lady is staying away from contentious issues
but promote education and people-to-people
exchanges during the seven-day, three-city
visit.

Earlier in the day, Michelle Obama excited
students who were building robots and tried
her hand at Chinese calligraphy at the Second
High School Attached to Beijing Normal Uni-
versity in central Bejjing.

Israelis find
huge ‘terror
tunnel’ on
Gaza Strip

By IaN DEITcH
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — The Israeli
military announced Friday it has
uncovered another tunnel — the
biggest so far — dug from the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip, stretch-
ing into Israel and intended for
militant attacks or abducting sol-
diers and civilians.

According to military spokes-
man Lt. Col. Peter Lerner, the
opening of the “terror tunnel” was
hundreds of yards inside Israel.

It was the biggest such tunnel

IsraELI Derense FoRrces/AP

A photo released by the Israel Defense Forces claims to show a tunnel
that stretches hundreds of yards inside Israel from the Gaza Strip.

UN: Syrians,
Russians,
Afghans top
asylum list

The Associated Press

GENEVA — Most asylum seek-
ers turned to Europe last year as
Syria, Russia and Afghanistan
topped the list of places where
people fled their homelands to
ask for protection from another
country, the United Nations refu-
gee agency said Friday.

The agency’s report found that
Europe totaled 484,600 asylum
claims last year, 32 percent high-
er than in 2012. The report, which
analyzes trends in 44 industrial-
ized countries, says 612,700 peo-
ple applied for asylum in North

found to date, Lerner said, but did
not elaborate further. He said not
all of the tunnel had been uncov-
ered so far and that there are con-
cerns it could be booby-trapped.

The tunnel was found this
week by Israeli intelligence and
the military, Lerner said, saying
the structure was lined with con-
crete and describing it as very so-
phisticated, resembling a subway
tunnel.

“This advanced tunnel was in-
tended to pose a direct link and
threat to Israeli territory, and en-
able Hamas terrorists to reach
and harm Israeli civilians,” Le-
rner said.

An electric generator and tools,
along with fresh tracks, were
found in the tunnel, indicating
that it had been worked on re-
cently, he added.

1In 2013, Israel announced find-
ing three such tunnels, including
one that was more than a mile
long and 18 yards deep.

Hamas, the Islamic militant
group that has ruled Gaza since
2007, has dug tunnels into Israel
in the past. In 2006, a year before
seizing power, Hamas-allied mili-
tants sneaked into Israel through
a tunnel, killed two Israeli soldiers
andkidnapped a third, holding him
hostage in Gaza for five years.

Hamas spokesman Abu Obeida
said he blamed the tunnel’s dis-
covery on recent rains that ex-
posed its opening, insisting the
tunnel itself was old.

“Our mujahedeen (holy war-
riors) worked to fix it,” he said,
offering a possible explanation
of the fresh tracks. “The enemy’s
allegations about intelligence ef-

forts behind the discovery are a
big lie.”

Israel has for years banned ce-
ment from entering Gaza, argu-
ing it could be used by militants.
But since 2010, it has allowed
some construction materials in
for internationally funded con-
struction projects.

Israel and Hamas are bitter
enemies. Palestinians have been
deeply divided since Hamas
overran Gaza in 2007, ousting
forces from the Fatah party, led
by the Western-backed secular
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas, in bloody street battles.

Abbas has since ruled only
in parts of the West Bank, and
the Islamic Hamas has held
sway in Gaza. Israel is engaged
in peace talks with Abbas while
shunning Hamas.

America, Europe, East Asia and
the Pacific in 2013 — the high-
est total for any year since 2001
mainly due to Syria’s civil war.

“If you look at it in a broader
perspective, it’s the second-high-
est annual level over the past 20
years,” said Volker Turk, the
agency’s director of international
protection.

Syria’s 3-year-old civil war
generated 56,351 asylum seek-
ers in 2013, more than double the
previous year’s total of 25,232, ac-
cording to the Office of the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees. Syria became the
‘world’s biggest source for asylum
seekers, surpassing Afghanistan,
which fell to third.

Russia, meanwhile, become
the second-biggest source of asy-
lum seekers with 39,779, up from
22,650 in 2012.

25 killed
In wave
of Iraq
violence

By SameER N. Yacous
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A series of at-
tacks north and west of Baghdad
on Friday, including two suicide
bombings, killed at least 25 peo-
ple and wounded dozens, Iraqi of-
ficials said.

In the first of the attacks, a
suicide bomber rammed his ex-
plosives-laden truck into a police
brigade headquarters in the vil-
lage of Injan, about 75 miles north
of Baghdad, police officials said.

The explosion set off a fire-
fight between other attackers
and policemen. After it was over,
nine police officers — including
brigade commander Brig. Ra-
gheb al-Omari and his assistant
— were dead, the officials said.

Hours later, a suicide bomb-
er detonated his explosive belt
among mourners attending a
funeral for Nasir al-Alawani, a
leader in the anti-al-Qaida Sunni
militia known also as Sahwa, who
was killed a day earlier.

Police said nine mourners were
killed and 25 were wounded in
the attack in the city of Ramadi,
70 miles west of the Iragi capital.

The Sahwa militia became
prominent when its members
joined U.S. troops in the fight
against al-Qaida at the height of
Iraq’s bloodletting. Since then,
it has been a target for Sunni
insurgents who consider them
traitors.

In other violence, police said
gunmen sprayed an army check-
point near the city of Samarra,
north of Baghdad, Killing four
soldiers. They also abducted nine
soldiers before leaving the area,
police said.

And back-to-back car bombings
killed three people and wound-
ed 14 in Dibis, a town located
near Kirkuk, 180 miles north of
Baghdad.

Medical officials confirmed
the casualties from Friday’s at-
tacks. All officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because they
were not authorized to talk to the
media.

No one has claimed responsibil-
ity for the latest attacks, but they
bear the hallmarks of an al-Qaida
breakaway group that frequently
attack members of security forc-
es in an attempt to undermine the
Shiite-led government’s efforts
to maintain security across the
country.

Violence has spiked in Iraq
since last April, a surge unseen
since 2008. The relentless attacks
have become the government’s
most serious challenge.
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British army officers walk along a WWI-era practice trench in Gosport, southern England. After the 1918 Allied victory, the site was forgotten until recently
rediscovered by a local official with an interest in military history. Below, Graham Burgess of the local council holds a 1951 aerial photograph of the site.

Great War rediscovered

By JiLL LawLEss
Associated Press

GOSPORT, England — Two lines of
trenches face off across No Man’s Land.
A soldier marches, rifle in hand, along
a ditch. These are instantly familiar
images of World War I — but this is
Britain, a century on and an English
Channel away from the battlefields of
the Western Front.

This overgrown and oddly corru-
gated patch of heathland on England’s
south coast was once a practice battle-
field, complete with trenches, weapons
and barbed wire. Thousands of troops
trained here to take on the German
army. After the 1918 victory — which
cost 1 million Britons their lives — the
site was forgotten, until it was recently
rediscovered by a local official with an
interest in military history.

Now the trenches are being used to
reveal how the Great War transformed
Britain — physically as well as socially.
As living memories of the conflict fade,
historians hope these physical traces
can help preserve the story of the war
for future generations.

“We’ve now lost our First World War
veterans. You’re not going to get a first-
hand account,” said Richard Osgood, an
archaeologist with the Ministry of De-
fense, which owns the land. “In many
ways, the truest witness is the archaeol-
ogy and the legacy left behind.”

The trenches, near the town of Gos-
port, about 80 miles (130 kilometers)
south of London, were rediscovered a
few months ago by Robert Harper, head
of conservation at the local council. A

Trenches reveal Britain's home front legacy

military history buff, he noticed some
crenellated lines on a 1950s aerial pho-
tograph of the area, and was startled
to recognize the pattern of “the classic
British trench system.”

He was even more surprised when
he had a look at the land — a local pic-
nic spot — and found the contours of
the trenches still clearly visible under
a thick covering of bracken, gorse and
grass. He could make out a front-line

trench and several reserve rows, along
with communications trenches and for-
ward observation posts. And then there
was an opposing set, 300 yards (meters)
away.

“It was one of those jaw-dropping mo-
ments,” Harper said.

“T’ve got five relatives buried on the
Western Front. I think to myself, ‘Did
any of them train here?”

The discovery is already providing

ammunition for those who reject the
“lions led by donkeys” view of the war,
which argues that incompetent officers
led ill-prepared troops into needless
slaughter.

Historian Dan Snow said the elaborate
mock battlefield “shows how seriously
they took the business of training.”

“They had to send the guys out to
France to do the hardest of tasks, some-
thing no one had done before, and that
is defeat the German army when they
were dug in,” Snow said. “How to break
that deadlock? Well, the answer is right
here in front of us. Massive, massive
preparation.”

The find is being used to launch a
campaign, Home Front Legacy, which
aims to record as many physical traces
of the war as possible. Even though the
four-year conflict was largely fought
outside Britain, the war transformed
the country’s landscape in ways that
have often been forgotten.

It’s hoped amateur historians will
comb family archives, local newspapers
and other sources for evidence of every-
thing from military bases and prisoner-
of-war camps to munitions factories,
pillboxes and listening posts.

“We're going to crowd-source this
project,” Snow said. “We’re going to
build a picture across the UK. of the
physical remnants of the First World
War.”

The project has the support of the
defense ministry, which turns out to be
keen on archaeology — perhaps unsur-
prisingly, since it owns 1 percent of Brit-
ain — and enlists volunteer soldiers to
help with exploration on its lands.
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New toys give children many choices beyond Legos

By Kimm Cook
The Associated Press

uilding and construction toys
have been a fixture in playrooms
since, well, forever, and there are
several reasons for their endur-
ing appeal

“Directions aren’t necessary, no rules or
instructions are needed. Children are just
provided space to grow,” says Ju-
dith Ellis, founder and chairwom-
an of the Toy Design department
at New York’s Fashion Institute of
Technology.

“Construction toys empower chil-
dren. They offer a child a chance to
be adventurous — to ask, ‘what if, to think
abstractly, developing creative intelligence.
Building develops strategic thinking. It pro-
vides visionary perspective and it increases
attention spans,” Ellis says.

While Lego and Mega Blox are category
stalwarts — Lego celebrates its 82nd birth-
day this year and has a hit movie in theaters
— there are other interesting options to
consider.

At the recent Toy Fair 2014 in New York,
the building category was robust, according
to Adrienne Apell, trends specialist for the
Toy Industry Association. “It’s been very
hot, and that’s going to continue,” she says.
“We love this trend because it speaks to the
fact that classic play patterns appeal to kids,
generation after generation.”

Parents enjoy building stuff too, and bring
their own childhood memories to the play
table.

Magna-Tiles are colorful geometric tiles
with embedded magnets along the edges.

urTLeBits/AP

LittleBits kits consist of tiny circuit-boards
with specific functions engineered to snap
together with lhatluvenoneed
for il \mnngor

blocks, rectangles and triangles come in soft,
natural colors in both starter-set sizes (with
a felt travel pouch) and larger sets of 40 to
480 pieces. There’s a car-building set, too.
(www.tegu.com )

Toddler builders might like to start with
Edushape’s sturdy foam blocks and shapes.
After mastering simple tangrams, stacked
castles and rudimentary fitted bits, kids can
graduate to Kiddy Connects — a collection
of snap-and-lock plastic pieces that include
elbows and other unusual shapes. (www.edu-
shape.com )

K’nex has kits to make simple machines
like windmills, sail carts, water mills, el-
evators and levers, allowing kids to tinker at
home with concepts they may have been ex-
posed to in the classroom. (www.knex.com )

And targeting science-oriented young
girls, Goldie Blox kits offer the chance to
build things like dunk tanks, spinning ma-
chines and belt drive machines. Developed
by Stanford engineering graduate Debbie
Sterling, the kits feature intrepid young in-
ventor Goldie, her friends and her dog Nacho
tackling various obstacles using innovation
and savvy. (www.goldieblox.com )

Finally, for the kids who are always tak-
ing apart broken appliances or rewiring
the stereo, consider littleBits. It offers what
you need to make all kinds of electronic cir-
cuits, but without worrying about wiring,
prugrammmg or soldering. The magnet-
snap together, and you

GovpiEBLOX/AP

GoldleBqu kits are almed at young girls,

early In this
kit, Goldie Blox and the Dunk Tank, Goldie,
her dog Nacho and her friends encounter
they must solve by building

There are also tr tile sets
to make see-through creations, in-
cluding “stained glass” windows.
The plastic is Pthalate- and Latex-
free. (www.magnatiles.com )

Tegu blocks are also magnetized

simple machines.

but are crafted of wood, harvested by coop-
eratives in Honduras certified by the Forest
Stewardship Council. The smooth-sided

can add buzzers, lights or other components
to create more elaborate contraptions. An
online library offers free plans, and you can
share your creations there as well. (www.
littlebits.cc ).

Edushape’s Textured Toy Blocks are
washable, textured foam blocks that come
in a variety of sizes and colors so young
children can practice a range of early
building and designing skills.
WavFaiR.com/AP
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Nearly all top US banks pass Fed tests

By MARrcY GORDON
AND ALEX VEIGA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than
five years after the financial cri-
sis struck, the biggest U.S. banks
are better able to withstand a se-
vere recession than at any time
since the meltdown, the Federal
Reserve has determined.

Results of the Fed’s annual
“stress tests” showed Thursday
that all but one of 30 top banks
passed muster with sufficient
capital buffers to keep them lend-
ing through an economic crisis.
Only Zions Bancorp fell short.
The results showed continued im-
provement in banks’ financial po-
sitions since the 2008 crisis, the
Fed said. That built on positive
results from last year’s tests.

“The industry is stronger and
more profitable than a year ago,”
said RBC Capital Markets bank-
ing analyst Gerard Cassidy.

The banks’ stronger positions
should enable them to pursue

business plans, to pay dividends
to shareholders, to raise capital
from investors and to expand ser-
vices to customers, said Frank
Keating, president of the Ameri-
can Bankers Association.

The 30 banks tested included
Bank of America Corp., Citigroup
Inc., JPMorgan Chase & Co. and
Wells Fargo and Co.

The Fed has conducted stress
tests of the largest U.S. banks
every year since 2009, when the
financial crisis plunged the coun-
try into the worst economic down-
turn since the Great Depression of
the 1930s. The annual checkup is
designed to measure how well the
industry would fare in another se-
vere recession. It aims to ensure
that banks could keep lending
during such a punishing stretch.

Under the Fed’s stress tests’
“severely adverse” scenario, the
U.S. would undergo a recession
in which unemployment — now at
6.7 percent — would reach 11.25
percent, stocks would lose nearly
half their value and home prices

would plunge 25 percent.

Under the test, the losses pro-
jected for each bank are com-
pared with the capital each holds
as a buffer.

The Fed said that under the cri-
sis scenario, the 30 banks would
suffer combined losses on loans
of $366 billion through the fourth
quarter of 2015. That’s down from
projected losses of $462 billion in
last year’s tests — even with a
much larger number of banks. Fed
officials said the change reflected
the banks’ progress in shedding
delinquent and defaulted loans
from their balance sheets.

The 30 banks also were tested
on how well they would withstand
severe downturns in Europe and
in Asian countries like China and
Japan.

The Fed will announce next
week whether it will approve
plans by some of the banks to in-
crease dividends or buy their own
stock.

Nearly all U.S. banks with $50
billion or more in assets were in

the group of 30 that were tested.
Together they account for some
$13.5 trillion in assets — about
80 percent of U.S. banks’ total
amount. Twelve of the 30 banks
were added to the testing roster
for the first time this year.

Zions, the only bank to fall
short this year, is based in Salt
Lake City. It slid to a loss in the
fourth quarter as it booked hefty
charges related to losses on in-
vestment securities and other
one-time items.

March 20, 2014
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By NicoLE BRODEUR
The Seattle Times

nitting is supposed to
be a calm and peaceful
pastime. Unless you're
aman.

Every time Chuck Wilmesher
pulls out his needles, someone
notices, stares for a moment and
asks, in so many words: What do
you think you’re doing?

“It drives me crazy when peo-
ple act like they’ve never seen a
man knitting before,” said Wilm-
esher, 44, who lives in Kent, Wash.
“I know so many guys who knit.
There was a male knitting retreat
and there were 48 guys there!”

For hundreds of years, Wilm-
esher said, fishermen knitted
their own sweaters and hats until
manufacturing made it less a ne-
cessity than a hobby.

That hobby — and the DIY cul-
ture — continues to grow. Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts data
shows that the number of needle
arts participants went from 29.1
million to 31.5 million between
2008 and 2012.

A few thousand of them signed
up to attend Vogue Knitting LIVE
at Bellevue, Wash.’s Meydenbauer
Center last weekend.

Sponsored by Vogue Knitting
magazine, the event is to a knitter
what Oz was to Dorothy Gale: an
explosion of color and possibility
and adventure.

New this year was a panel dis-
cussion called “Men at Work,”
where male knitwear designers
and store owners were to speak
about toiling in a female-domi-
nated field.

The panel included Rob Del-
mont, director of sales and mar-
keting at Skacel Collection Inc.,
a yarn distributor based in Kent,
Wash.

“I feel like a piece to the overall
puzzle,” Delmont said of men in
the industry. “We all do our part
to make this industry what it is.”

Delmont’s grandmother taught
him how to knit, but he didn’t take
it up again until he started work-
ing at Skacel 16 years ago after a
stint at Microsoft.

“Knitting speaks to everybody
differently,” he said. “I love fiber,
Ilove the creativity.”

FELLOWS LOVE

Knitting as a hobby
growing among men

ELLEN M. BANNER, THE SEATTLE TiMES/MCT

Chuck Wilmesher, of Skacel Collection Inc., a yarn distributor based
in Kent, Wash., enjoys knitting because “it’s relaxing and creative.”

Wilmesher was living in St.
Louis seven years ago when a
male friend who was a knitter of-
fered to teach him.

“I thought I wouldn’t enjoy it,”
Wilmesher said, “and I fell in love
with it.”

At the time, he was working
at a research company that con-

tracted with television production
companies and networks, gauging
viewers’ responses.

In late 2010, he attended a knit-
ting retreat where he met Karin
Skacel, the CEO of the Skacel
Collection.

Wilmesher had just lost his
mother and was looking for a

and try it and
who cares what
anybody thinks.
1 wish there was

some way to

make men know

that it [knitting]

is not a woman’s
sport.”

Chuck Wilmesher
Scacel Collection Inc.

change. He asked Skacel if she
had any sales openings. She
didn’t, but after learning about
his background, Skacel made
Wilmesher the company’s direc-
tor of new product research and
development.

“It’s tricky when your hobby
becomes your job,” he said. “But
it’s my life.”

He’s not kidding: Seven years

after his first cast-on, Wilmesh-
er owns a loom and a spinning
wheel, and has had a pattern for
a men’s curved-zipper cardigan
published in Vogue Knitting mag-
azine — a major honor.

He’s working on a dog sweater
(even though he doesn’t own a
pet), a pair of socks, and a cardi-
gan — all to try out a pattern or a
new yarn — and carries it all in a
knitting bag.

Wilmesher attends two men’s
knitting retreats a year (he es-
timates there are four or five
around the country) and belongs
to Ravelry, the Facebook of knit-
ting, including groups with titles
like “Jock Swap,” “Men Who
Knit” and “Fellows Who Love the
Fibers.”

“I don’t know what it is,” he
said of the hobby, “but it’s relax-
ing and creative.”

Indeed, there is mounting evi-
dence that knitting and crochet-
ing have therapeutic benefits.

The Mayo Clinic for the Ameri-
can Academy of Neurology cred-
ited knitting with a 40 percent
reduced risk of memory loss.

A Harvard Medical School
study found that the repetitive
motions and focus of needlework
elicit “a relaxation response and
a calming, meditation-like state”
that causes heart rate and blood
pressure to drop.

“I think people should be more
open to trying things because I
would have never thought that
this was going to be the thing that
changed the course of my life,”
Wilmesher observed.

His message to men: “Get over
it and try it and who cares what
anybody thinks. I wish there was
some way to make men know that
it is not a woman’s sport.”
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ombine Twister, paint-

by-numbers and the

ancient Hindu prac-

tice of breath control,
meditation and poses, and you
get Yoga by Numbers.

The approach — complete
with a numbered mat — was
designed by a Boston woman
whose own health scare in-
spired her to put yoga in
reach for people with physical
limitations, tight schedules or
other roadblocks to traditional
practice.

The oversized yoga mat is
dotted with big, numbered
circles that look like the cross-
hairs in a rifle scope. The ac-
companying DVD gives true
yoga beginners a step-by-step
road map to learn the poses at
their own pace.

Elizabeth Morrow was an
athlete, a skier and soccer
player who, two years ago,
found herself hospitalized with
a right lung full of blood clots,
the lower lobe completely col-
lapsed. When she was strong
enough to start exercising
again, she found even the easi-
est of yoga classes too taxing.
She didn’t have the stamina
for an hour, couldn’t hold the
poses the way the instructor
wanted.

So, the 32-year-old started
thinking of ways to make it
easier, more convenient and
even more fundamental than
the myriad DVDs already on
the market.

“I was thinking about a
paint-by-number kit where
you don’t need to be Picasso or
van Gogh, you just follow what
they tell you and you’ll come
out with something,” she said.
“I just wanted something that
felt really accessible and do-
able for people. The image of
the mat just popped into my
head: ‘Wow, I can do yoga by
numbers as well.””

The DVD tells users exactly
which circle to put their hands
and feet in and allows for ad-
vancement to more challeng-
ing poses.

Yoga by Numbers has been
compared to Twister, the pop-
ular game with giant colored
circles, spinning wheel and
crazy, cross-limbed poses. But
Morrow’s cool with that, even
when it comes from critics.

“I think it’s awesome when
they have that reaction
because to e, that means
they get it and they know
how to use it,” said Mor-
row, a certified yoga
instructor.

Morrow has sold
to people who live
far from a yoga

Yoga by Numbers

about an hour north of Boston.

The latest “Yoga in Amer-
ica” study, released by Yoga
Journal, reported that 204
million Americans practiced
yogain 2012, compared to 15.8
million in 2008. They spent
$10.3 billion on classes and
products, up from $5.7 billion
in the earlier survey.

Janet Lark teaches yoga in
Ogden, Iowa, and had a bad ex-
perience with a poorly cut, as-
tringent-smelling mat, so she
started doing some research.
She came upon Morrow’s mat
and was struck by how simple
it was for novices.

“It truly was a ‘Duh! Why
didn’t anyone think of that
sooner?” moment,” she said.
“It is fantastic to notice how
quickly the clients start to
focus on making sure they are
properly aligned.”

Morrow, who worked in the
nonprofit sector for several
years, also hears from purists
who pooh-pooh the mats as a
gimmick.

“My response is that this is
not a mandate,” she said. “I
think that if you’re already
practicing yoga and it works
for you, that’s great and I'm
really excited for you. I'm
interested in hearing from
people for whom the system
doesn’t work.”

A spokeswoman for the non-
profit Yoga Alliance, which
represents teachers, schools
and studios, said the ideal situ-
ation is to learn from a master
teacher in private classes, but
time and cost can be barriers.

“Any tool that helps people
practice yoga is a good thing,”
said Katie Desmond. “And so
we applaud Elizabeth’s inge-
nuity in spreading the power
of yoga by helping to make the
process of learning yoga as a
beginner more accessible.”

Morrow patented the idea
and sells the mats, made in the
U.S. from sustainable rubber,
for $119.95 including DVD
and carry strap. She started
selling on The Grommet, a
website that launches undis-
covered products, then had
a successful, online crowd-
sourced campaign to raise
more start-up funds.

She also registered the busi-
ness as a benefit corporation in
Massachusetts, which means

she can write into the bylaws
that the company’s social
mission takes precedence
over the bottom line for
sharehalders.
Up next: She wants
to focus on reaching
kids, especially
those at risk, and

tudio, th i i i hapes to part-
snan. s/ Specially designed mat helps beginners perfect poses \ e o par
hed- ial .
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tice whenever they can, and people with
health conditions. The National Institutes of
Health’s National Center for Complementary
and Alternative Medicine reports that recent
studies of people with chronic low-back pain
suggest yoga can help reduce pain and im-
prove function. Other research shows regu-

Elizabeth Morrow of Boston designed a Yoga by Numbers mat that gives

pressure and stress and might help relieve
anxiety and depression.

“People who are older are using it because
the DVD really focuses you on not contorting
yourself into Cirque du Soleil-style acrobat-
ics,” Morrow said. She demonstrated the mat
recently at her parent’s house in Bow, N.H.,

along the way, all the better.

“I think politicians sort of create this false
dichotomy where you either have to be pro-
business or pro-social program and that you
can’t do both,” she said. “A lot of corporations
‘want to put out the message that it’s just not
profitable, and that is just not true.”

step-by-step i
PHotos Y Jim CoLe/AP

to perform yoga poses.

Deciphering
a dieter’s
temptations

By Mary MAcVEAN
Los Angeles Times

f there’s no caramel cheese-

cake, you're not likely to

eat any. But plop one down

on a table among a group
of friends, and the forks come
out. That’s a simple scene that
embodies some of the complex
mechanisms that make it so hard
for people to lose weight and keep
it off.

Researchers in England who
were trying to sort out what tempts
dieters and what makes them give
into temptation looked at a group
of 80 people, mostly women, over
seven days, giving them phones
and apps to record instances of
temptation: how they felt, what
was happening and whether they
took a bite or a sip.

Over the week, they recorded
898 instances of temptation.

Some of the factors the re-
searchers reported last week
were no surprise: Being around
friends, late-night cravings and
alcohol, and shopping for food
when tired all have a major effect
on keeping weight off for good.

But while some of those might
seem obvious, the researchers are
looking at exactly what’s going on
in an effort to develop ways to
empower people to resist tempta-
tion. Would it help, for example,
if you had a phone app to record
your feelings every time you hap-
pened upon a bowl of chips or an
ad for ice cream?

“The findings help piece to-
gether the complex jigsaw sur-
rounding the daily predictions
of dietary temptations and help
us to better understand how di-
etary temptations and lapses op-
erate,” the researchers wrote in
the journal Annals of Behavioral
Medicine.

The 80 participants were part
of a weight-loss group or were
dieting on their own. For a week,
they were asked to fill out a phone
diary each time they were tempt-
ed. The researchers said previ-
ous studies of willpower had been
done in lab conditions; this one
was done in “real” life.

The participants gave into
temptation a little more than half
the time, according to their dia-
ries. They were particularly vul-
nerable at night and more likely
to have an alcoholic drink than to
eat a sugary snack.

British dietitians have ranked
lack of willpower as more impor-
tant to the development of obesity
than genetics, the researchers
said.

“In the fight against obesity, we
need to help people become more
aware of the various personal, sit-
uational and environmental fac-
tors that expose them to dietary
temptations,” the researchers
wrote. And then, they said, they
need to develop skills to cope.

One thing that appeared to help
the dieters was an ability to focus
on their long-term goals.

No surprise, they reported they
were more aware of their eat-
ing because they were carrying
around the phones.
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Offheat holiday

Visitors seeing more than the traditional vacation sites in Japan

The Yomiuri Shimbun

orget Mount Fuji, Kyoto and other common

sightseeing destinations. Many foreign tour-

ists are heading for off-the-beaten-path spots

where they can enjoy a real taste of daily life
in Japan.

Showcasing food menu items made with wax for
display in front of restaurants might be unique to
Japan, which probably is why tourists want to try
their hand at it.

Amy and her 12-year-old son Jordan attended a
workshop at Ganso Shoku-hin
Sanpuru-ya, a kitchenware
store on Kappabashi Dogu-
dori street, Tokyo. Amy,

a 48-year-old visitor from
Seattle, made samples of
shrimp tempura.

“It looks real, and every
piece is beautiful,” she said
as she admired her work.

According to the shop,
elaborate and  realistic-
looking samples as well as
sushi magnets are popular
among foreign tourists.

“They seem to be fascinated
with all the various colors used
in Japanese food,” an employee
said.

Japanese farms are another
populardestination. InDecember,
50 people from Thailand boarded a
tour bus to visit Migita Persimmon
Picking Garden in Kurume. It was
something they never tried before.

A Thai visitor, 36, picked 20
fuyugaki persimmons at the farm.
“I'm going to give them to my friends
and family when I return home,” he
said. A single persimmon costs about
100 baht in Thailand, about 330 yen
or $3, about four times more than
Chinese persimmons.

Though Thailand is a major exporter
of fruits, such fruits as peaches, melons
and strawberries grown in Japan are
regarded as luxury items in Thailand due
to their taste, shape and color, according to
the Thai tourists, who added that the fruits
are popular among the middle class.

Factories are also on the tourists’
itinerary. At the end of last year, 33 students
from other Asian countries and Africa
visited Nippon Steel & Sumi-tomo Metal
Corp.’s Yawata Steel Works in Kitakyushu.
They were stunned by the organizational
structure and atmosphere.

“I was impressed by the disciplined, devoted
workers. This is Japan’s strength,” said a 38-year-
old Sri Lankan.

Tourists to Japan, clockwise from left, are
shopping at Don Quijote, a general discount
store crammed with miscellaneous goods;
making wax food samples; and picking fresh
fruit at the Migita Persimmon Picking Garden.

The Yomiuri Shimbun

“I was interested in the corporate history of
combating environmental pollution,” a 29-year-old
Filipino said.

Overseas visitors looking for souvenirs often make a
beeline for Don Quijote stores in Tokyo, as the general
discount giant’s outlets are open until midnight and
crammed with piles of miscellaneous goods.

“The stores are filled with interesting stuff, and the
prices are cheap. I've never seen shops like this before,”
said a 39-year-old hotel manager from Thailand. He
bought some bags of green tea at the flagship store in
Ginza, Tokyo.

Don Quijote offers a wide range of products from
watches and bags to detergent and snacks. The stores
arelike atheme park for foreigners to observe Japanese
consumption habits.

According to the Japan Tourism Agency’s survey of
foreign tourists, more than 70 percent said experiencing
the Japanese lifestyle was satisfying.
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VIDEO GAMES

‘Plants vs. Zombies’

‘Garden Warfare’ a bloomin’ good shooter

By BriaN BowERs
Stars and Stripes

illions of undead creepers have
succumbed to the mighty pea-
shooter and voracious chomp-
er in “Plants vs. Zombies.” But
the action has always been small-scale and
relatively static in the cellphone game.

But now, PopCap Games and Electronic
Arts have taken that experience and ex-
panded it into a console shooter called
“Plants vs. Zombies: Garden Warfare.”

“Garden Warfare” is just the latest in a
long line of casual titles that have migrated
from cellphones to consoles. Several years
ago, my wife was mesmerized by a TV-size
version of “Bejew-
eled” and my young
niece  thoroughly
enjoyed waving
her arms to slice
pineapples in the
Kinect version of
“Fruit Ninja.” And
don’t forget “Angry
Birds,” which is now
available in a “Star
Wars” version.

However, none of these games has taken
its subject and transformed it into a full-
fledged experience that even a hard-core
gamer could enjoy.

The game is a third-person shooter that
often feels a lot like EA’s “Battlefield”
franchise. For example, each side has four
different classes of fighters with varying
abilities; there’s a game mode that’s very
similar to “Rush” and its underlying me-
chanics are based on the same Frostbite 3
technology that powers “Battlefield 4.”

But there’s enough “PvZ” in the genetic
makeup to ensure the game isn’t just “Bat-
tlefield” with new skins on the characters.

(i

“Plants vs. Zombies: Garden
Warfare” delivers an explosive
new co-op and multiplayer
action experience.

Electronic Arts

Each plant or zombie starts out with the
basic ability to shoot at opponents and one
skill that’s unique to its class. As you level
up each character, you unlock additional
abilities.

The plants have the feisty peashooter,
which serves as the infantryman. He can
run around the battlefield taking potshots
at zombies or plant his roots and pull out
a sort of veggie Gatling gun to mow them
down. There’s also the chomper, which can
bite the heads off zombies or burrow un-
derground to attack from below. There’s
also the cactus, which serves as a sharp-
shooter and can launch an attack drone.
And the sunflower can heal the wounded
or plant its roots and fire a deadly beam of
sunlight.

The zombies have the foot soldier, who
comes with a jetpack and can fire a rocket.
The mad scientist can create healing sta-
tions or throw a grenade. The engineer
can lob a sonic grenade or launch an attack
drone. And the all-star carries a rapid-fire
football cannon and can slam into foes with
his tackle ability.

Although each side offers different abili-
ties, they are pretty evenly matched as long
as everyone pays attention to what classes
are being selected. A team where every-
one’s a sunflower or mad scientist will be
incredibly healthy but also woefully lack-
ing in firepower.

The battle modes are limited, but very
good.

The combat that’s most like the original
cellphone game is called “Garden Ops.” It
features four players working together to
protect a garden from a zombie horde. The
onrushing undead are boosted by a wild as-
sortment of bosses that aren’t available in
the other game modes. These include yetis
and giants wielding telephone poles. How-
ever, the vegetable warriors can also plant
their own re-enforcements in pots scat-

tered around the defensive zone. These
potted plants can act as defensive
turrets or can dispense healing,
depending on which type

. of vegetation you select.
n - If your team survives

e % for 10 rounds, you

have the oppor-

tunity to escape
with your

-

benefactor, Crazy Dave.

If you have an Xbox One, you can play
“Garden Ops” with a friend in split-screen.
However, survival to the 10th round is a
lot more difficult when there are only two
players involved.

The other game modes are a version of
team deathmatch called “Team Vanquish”
and the “Rush” clone, which is called “Gar-
dens and Graveyards.”

“Team Vanquish” involves 12-on-12
combat that rages until one side has tallied
50 kills — or “vanquishes” in the family-
friendly vocabulary of “Garden Warfare.”
If you revive a teammate within 15 sec-
onds of his falling, it deducts a point from
your opponent’s score. In most cases, this
provides ample encouragement to heal
and revive teammates. However, if you lis-
ten to your headset, you’ll quickly realize
that some of the games are dominated by
8-year-olds. When you hear that, you can
be certain that you’ll never get revived if
you go down.

In “Gardens and Graveyards,” one team
defends a string of bases while the other
tries to overrun them. The attacking team
gets several minutes to capture each base
in sequence. If they fail to beat the clock in
any of these attacks, the game ends in vic-
tory for the defenders.

In some of the matches, you can play
in “Boss Mode” if you have an Xbox One.
This allows you to connect to your console
through a Kinect or tablet to get an over-
head view of the battle. From that vantage
point, you can help your teammates by
gathering intelligence, dropping health
or calling in artillery strikes. However,
it’s pretty rare to see anyone using this.
Players seem to prefer to be on the ground
where the action is.

At the end of a match, you are awarded
“coins” based on your performance. You
use these to buy packages of “stickers,”
which are filled with random items such as

potted plants, to use in “Garden

- Ops,” items for customizing

your characters or up-
grades for your weapons.

The more you pay, the

better the items you are

likely to get. While you
definitely hope you’ll re-
ceive weapon

s N\

Overall grade: JA -

upgrades, some of the customization op-
tions are very cool — or goofy. You can tell
high-ranking players on the battlefield be-
cause they sport beards, hats, tattoos, face
paint or other items that are definitely not
standard-issue.

The game is rated E10, which means
that practically everyone who can hold a
controller will get parental permission to
join the battle. However, the game still of-
fers solid mechanics that will please hard-
core gamers.

The game’s graphics might be cartoon-
ish, but they’re pretty good. The bright
color palette works well for the subject and
the renderings and animations are sharp
and detailed.

The controls are similar to those in “Bat-
tlefield” and are very smooth.

The battlegrounds are very well de-
signed, with a good mix of cover, open
space and high ground that will give each
of the classes plenty of opportunities to use
their abilities. There are also many points
of access to each area, which prevents
camping.

Another element that makes this game
impressive is its price. It’s available for $40
for the Xbox One and $30 for the Xbox 360
and PC.

All of this adds up to a great deal for
entry-level gamers or those who have been
intimidated by shooters like “Call of Duty”
or “Battlefield.” Shooter fans are likely to
find a lot to like too, but will probably see
“Garden Warfare” as a fun diversion for a
few hours rather than the type of immer-
sive experience they prefer. The limited
number of game modes and the lack of re-
alism and grittiness will be seen as draw-
backs.

Bottom line: A- “Plants vs. Zombies:
Garden Warfare” looks like a kids’ game
but is actually a grown-up shooter down to
its roots.

Platforms: Xbox One, Xbox 360, PC

Online: pvzgardenwarfare.com
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MOVIES

The need for fun

‘Breaking Bad’s’ Aaron Paul takes on
lighter role in racing game-inspired film

By JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

hen Aaron Paul received the script for
“Need for Speed,” he had very little in-
terest in even reading the story, let alone
taking a starring a role in the movie.

He saw the title and immediately envisioned an-
other poorly done video game adaptation. Or worse,
a car film desperately trying to become a franchise.

“When I saw ‘Need for Speed, I just instantly
thought, ‘this is a “Fast & Furious” rip-off. This is
going to be God-awful,” Paul said in an interview
with The Associated Press. “Let’s be honest — ev-
eryone going into this movie is going to expect to see
something similar to ‘Fast & Furious.” That’s fine.
The ‘Fast & Furious’ movies, they’ve made six of
them, they are on the seventh, they are fun to watch,
they are popcorn movies and I have nothing against
them.
“But I didn’t want to jump into something like
that.”

Paul ultimately decided to read the script, which is
based on the popular EA Entertainment racing game,
and found himself surprisingly intrigued by the story
of a street racer framed for a crime he didn’t commit.
He seeks his revenge while taking a cross-country
trip in a custom-built Ford Mustang, which he hopes
to enter in an underground and illegal street race
called the De Leon.

Paul was hooked and signed on for the project
in 2012, as he was preparing for his final season as
Jesse Pinkman on “Breaking Bad.”

“I just had such a fun time reading this film,
just flipping the pages,” he said. “It was just a fun
ride and after doing a show for so long that I was
so proud to be a part of, but it was also emotionally
exhausting, just so heavy every single day. I wanted
to do something that was a little bit lighter, and this
was that.”

Paul got his wish in a campy film with cliche-filled
dialogue and a predictable plot. But the movie also
features several European super cars, and Paul got
to do most of his own driving.

He trained at Willow Springs International Race-
way, driving from Los Angeles before dawn for les-
sons that lasted up to 10 hours a day.

“From the moment the sun starts peeking up, I
am there all day long, learning how to maneuver
these cars,” Paul said. “It was learning how to get
out of problematic situations, and then I go to learn
how to do all the fun stuff: driving the car backward
at really high speeds, flipping the car around in a
reverse 180 and going through stunt courses. It was
so much fun. I loved every minute of it. It never felt
dangerous.”

Paul did many of his own stunts, but said profes-
sionals were brought in for “the real heavy lifting”
and Paul was only in scenes where the driving didn’t
exceed 130 mph. Director Scott Waugh insisted that
all the action sequences and wrecks be done live and
did not rely on the use of CGI or a green screen.

Both Paul and Waugh bill “Need for Speed” as an

Based on the largely successful racing video game franchise, “Need for Speed,” starring
Aaron Paul, chronicles a near-impossible cross-country race against time — one that begins
as a mission for revenge, but proves to be one of redemption.

homage to classic car flicks. They cite “Bullitt” and
“Vanishing Point” and even “Smokey & The Bandit”
as inspirations.

So Waugh went into the film trying to give it a
“Steve McQueen style of filmmaking,” as in when
a camera would pull up right next to a car in a Mc-
Queen film so the audience could see the actor in the
driver’s seat. That was in his mind during casting
when he first heard Paul’s name.

‘Waugh had never seen “Breaking Bad” and was
unfamiliar with Paul, a two-time Emmy winner for
his role as Pinkman. But Paul was suggested
to Waugh to play the villain, so he took a
look.

“I didn’t even know who was
Aaron Paul was, and every-
one thought I was an alien
on Earth,” Waugh said.
“Then I saw the tape of
him and was so blown
away, he was the obvious
choice for the bad guy.
But the more interest-
ing choice and the one
that would define
the movie was the
lead, and having
him at the lead
was the edgier
choice. He’s not
just a beauti-
ful  person,
he’s so much
more of an
actor than

a present-
day  Mc-
Queen.
“Aaron
has this un-
canny ability
of portraying
edge, mixed with
charisma, mixed
with humble and
likability, and Steve
really had that,” Waugh
said. “Steve was such a
man’s man, and he was also !
a ladies’ man. I remember
seeing Steve at motocross, his i,
hair would be disheveled, mud
all over him, and he didn’t care
who was looking at him. It’s that ego-
less attitude that Steve had that Aaron
really has in his natural life.”

Anoy Kropa, INVISION/AP
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The first Stars and Stripes was produced by
Union soldiers during the Civil War. In 1861,
using the facilities of a captured newspaper
office in Bloomfield, Mo., they ran off a one-page
paper.

Stars and Stripes was revived during World War I.

Our first edition appeared in Paris on February 8,
1918. Produced weekly by an all-military staff,
the paper served the doughboys of the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF), under General of the
Armies John J. Pershing.

The newspaper ceased printing at the war's end,
only to enjoy a second renaissance. Starting on
April 18, 1942, a small group of servicemen
began publishing a four-page weekly Stars and
Stripes in London. They sold each copy for
“tuppence” (two English pence or about 5 cents)
and in no time doubled their page count to eight
pages, printing daily instead of weekly.

The first edition of Stars and Stripes published
during World War Il featured an interview with
Gen. George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff.
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, World War |
Commander of the AEF, who said that Stripes
had been a major factor in sustaining morale.
Stars and Stripes also found a special champion
and protector in Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower,
Supreme Allied Commander and later president
of the United States. Eisenhower enforced a

RECOGNIZED

for U.S.

Independent News
Military

Whenever They Fight
and Wherever They Live

theComm

hands-off policy in regard to Stars and Stripes
that continues to the present day.

Operations expanded, following Gls to the
battlefront to bring them the news. During the
war, Stars and Stripes published as many as 32
separate editions, with page counts running up
to 24 pages per issue.

At one time, Stars and Stripes had up to 25
printing locations in Europe, North Africa, the
Middle East and the Pacific. The Pacific edition
was launched a week after VE day (Victory in
Europe, May 8, 1945).

In the years that followed World War Il, Stripes
reporters and photographers continued to join
American troops in the field. Throughout the
Korean and Vietnam conflicts, Stars and Stripes
published the news. The paper was there in the
1990s during Operations Desert Shield, Desert
Storm, and Provide Comfort and in Bosnia and
Kosovo.

From the 2003 outset of Operation Enduring
Freedom, Stars and Stripes was there to report
firsthand. The war in Afghanistan continues to
receive steady coverage. And during Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Stripes reporters embedded with
military units in Kuwait and Iraq, as well as on
Navy ships in the region.

FOR EXCELLENCE

As the “ 1 " for servi

bers, government civilians and their families in
Europe, the Middle East and the Pacific, Stars
and Stripes offers the same types of national
and world news, sports and opinion columns
found in newspapers in the United States.

Stripes.com coverage ranges from breaking
military news reported from bases around the
world to local DODDS high school sports. The
paper is also also available online in PDF format.

Stars and Stripes is available for iPhone and
Android smartphones and a Tablet Edition is
available for the Apple iPad.

Washington, D.C., hosts the Central office, where
the editions are transmitted to printing facilities
in Spain, Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, South Korea,
Guam, Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Kyrgyzstan, and Djibouti.

Stars and Stripes also publishes several
weeklies (in Okinawa, Guam, Kanto Plain and
Korea) designed to serve the needs of their
respective military communities.

A U.S. edition comprised exclusively of Stars and
Stripes reports from around the world launched
in 2008 to serve servicemembers who have
returned from overseas tours. The U.S. edition
is published in partnership with commercial
newspaper publishers who serve communities
with large military populations.

2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary
Award for Excellence in Journalism —
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation

2009 min Editorial & Design Awards —
Editorial Print / Special Supplement: HEROES 2009;
Custom Publication Design: Stripes GAMER

2005 Military Reporters and Editors Awards -
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Steve Liewer

Photography: Terry Boyd

? 2013 National Headline Awards —

Second Place: News Series
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded;
A Family Challenged)

2010 Military Reporters and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Jon Rabiroff

2007 Military Reporters and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Monte Morin

2013 min Best of Web: Redesign —
Honorable Mention
Stripes UK website

2004 American Legion Excellence
in Journalism Award —

Ground Truth Series

2010 National Headliner Awards —

First Place: Public Service (Forcing Change) —
Third Place: News Series

(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce)

2006 Military Reporters and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono;
Honorable mention: Nancy Montgomery
Photography: Fred Zimmerman

2011 Military Photographer of the Year —
Honorable Mention
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts

2003 Scripps Howard Foundation
National Journalism Award —
First Amendment, Finalist

STARSKASTRIPES.
e

2011 Sigma Delta Chi Award —
Breaking News Photography (Newspaper
Circulation 100,001+ or Affiliated
Website/National Magazine)

Recipient: Laura Rauch: “For those
I'love | will sacrifice”

2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism —
George Polk Award for Military Reporting
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane Il
and Kevin Baron

2006 NAA ACME Award of Excellence —
Youth Oriented Ad Series/Campaign:

Stripes GAMER;

Entertainment Promotions: Tales from the Crib
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OPINION

Sanctions sound better than they are

By ANDREW COCKBURN

n 1919, after allied sanctions on food

shipments had starved the Kaiser’s

Germany into submission, President

Woodrow Wilson endorsed the contin-
ued use of sanctions to settle international
disputes as an “economic, peaceful, silent,
deadly remedy.” Almost a century later,
the weapon is more popular than ever,
mostly because of a wholly mistaken belief
that it makes the targets do what we want.
Currently, the United States is enforcing
no fewer than 24 separate sanctions re-
gimes directed at targets ranging from
the Balkans to Zimbabwe. Now, of course,
wnth Vladlmlr Putin proving fractious,
has opened another financial
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offensive, this time against Russia.

Whereas once the U.S. embargoed entire
countries, such as Cuba, it now has tech-
niques for targeting individuals — eco-
nomic Hellfire missiles. The initial salvo
in the Ukraine situation — visa bans and
asset freezes on some individuals deemed
“cronies” of the Russian leader — appear
modest in their effect. There is heavier
armament, developed in recent years in
the Treasury’s R&D shops, waiting in re-
serve. There are already threats to deploy
the deadly “secondary sanctions” targeted
at any individual or company providing
financial aid to the Russian government.
This was the approach that jailed people
for sending aid to their families in Iraq
when the U.S. was sanctioning Saddam
Hussein.

For years after all those Germans
starved, sanctions lacked a major victory.
Fidel Castro’s Cuba has remained afloat
despite decades of embargo, as did Sad-
dam’s Iraq until we attacked with bombs
and tanks. South Africa’s apartheid econo-
my was already in deep trouble before the
West reluctantly imposed sanctions, which
were reinforced by international outrage

The problem with relying
on false history is that it
leads to bad decisions.

and revulsion — a moral blockade as it
were.

These days, however, sanctioneers
brandish what they consider a clear, unal-
loyed victory: the negotiations with Iran
on that country’s nuclear program. It is
now taken as a matter of course in Wash-
ington, as New York Times correspondent
David Sanger noted recently, that the U.S.
Treasury, “Obama’s favorite noncomba-
tant command,” had “refined the art of the
economic squeeze on Iran, eventually forc-
ing the mullahs to the negotiating table.”
Variations on this theme are repeated ad
nauseam: Sanctions brought the Tehran
regime to its knees, causing such pain that
it eventually cried “uncle” and crawled to
the table.

Unfortunately, this is not what happened.
Sanctions did not bring Iran to the table.
Not only Iranian officials but other unde-
niably objective observers concur that the
reason negotiations have commenced is
emphatically not because Iran could en-
dure the pain no longer.

“Total nonsense,” scoffed former U.S.
Ambassador William Miller when I put
the question to him. Miller has closely
monitored Iranian affairs since he was sta-
tioned in that country in the 1960s, and has
close contacts with the current leadership.
“Sanctions only made them more defiant,”
and they always had ways of getting around
them. The deal that’s being discussed now
is almost exactly the same one the Iranians
offered back in 2003 — full transparency
on their nuclear program, but recognition
of Iran’s right to enrich uranium.

Trita Parsi, president of the National Ira-
ian Amerlcan Council, whose family suf-
fered repression under both the shah and
ayatollahs and later fled Iran, was equal-
ly derisive when I called. “What no one
seems to notice is that it was the U.S. that
made the key concession that led to these
talks. The Iranians have been demanding
all along that their right to enrich be recog-
nized. [Presdent George W.] Bush refused
that point-blank for eight years. [President
Barack] Obama refused for four years, all
the way through the first term. Now the
U.S. has accepted enrichment on Iranian
soil.”

Indeed. The Joint Plan of Action agreed
to last fall between Iran and the so-called
PS5+1 negotiating team — the five perma-
nent members of the U.N. Security Council
and Germany — stipulated that Iran would
not continue to enrich uranium to levels
above 5 percent, implicitly recognizing
that Tehran can enrich uranium. All those
years of throttling the Iranian economy,
impeding even shipments of food and med-
icine, for this?

The problem with relying on false his-
tory is that it leads to bad decisions. Shoot-
ing wars end when there is a cease-fire and
the guns stop. Sanctions have a way of en-
during, especially now that there is an en-
trenched enforcement bureaucracy at the
Treasury Department with independent
support on Capitol Hill. They also tend
to become an end in themselves: Much of
Obama’s first-term diplomacy was focused
on drumming up international support for
the Iranian sanctions. Finally, they make
us unpopular. The outside world has long
considered the Cuba embargo silly, and
European courts are increasingly ruling
against sanctions targeting Iranian banks.

Let’s not end up sanctioning ourselves.
Andrew Cockburn is the Washington editor of

Harper’s magazine. This column first appeared in
the Los Angeles Times.

Now that Phelps is dead, let hate die with him

By STEVEN PETROW

n Sunday night, the estranged son

of the Rev. Fred Phelps posted

on Facebook that his father, the

founder of the Westboro Baptist
Church, was near death. From then untilhis
death was formally announced Thursday,
the elder Phelps became a trending topic
on social media, with the discussion cen-
tered on this question: Might it be a cause
for celebration?

Phelps rose to fame (or infamy) for his
decades-long work of “opposing the homo-
sexual lifestyle of soul-damning, nation-
destroying filth,” according to the church
website. He expressed that opposition by
picketing the funerals of military service-
men and women who in his view had been
killed in wartime by a vengeful God pun-
ishing the United States for its increasing
acceptance of gay rights. Many a grieving
family had to put a loved one to rest within
view of Phelps and others holding signs
saying, “Thank God for Dead Soldiers,”
“Thank God for 9/11” and his signature
slogan, “God hates fags.”

Phelps’ church cast a wide net, claim-
ing to know other groups that God hates
— Catholics and Jews among them — and
Westboro’s pickets included the funerals of
Elizabeth Edwards, Michael Jackson and
even a former president of the Mormon
Church.

Despite the cruel and unpopular pickets,
in 2011 a challenge to Westboro Baptist’s
tactics made it to the Supreme Court, which
ruled that the First Amendment protected
Phelps’ right to an outdoors protest of, in
that particular case, a military funeral.

Westboro Baptist, in Topeka, Kan., first
captured the public’s eye in 1998 when
church members picketed the funeral of
college student Matthew Shepard, who
was beaten to death allegedly because he
was gay. Many Americans who had never
heard of Phelps were shocked and repelled
at the sight of a church group at a funeral
holding signs that read, “Fags are nature
freaks,” “Matt in Hell” and, of course,
“God hates fags.”

Still, when Shepard’s mother, Judy
Shepard, was asked about Phelps a few
years ago, she astonished many when she
told LGBTQ Nation’s Brody Levesque:
“Oh, we love Freddy. If it wasn’t for him
there would be no Matthew Shepard.” If
anything, I think she was saying was that
Phelps helped make her son a national
symbol of the fight against that hate.

I've also been on the receiving end of
Phelps’ ire. In 2001, I was vice president
of the National Lesbian & Gay Journalists
Association when Westboro Baptist pro-
tested outside our convention. The expe-
rience proved terrifying (What if there’s
violence?) and yet galvanizing (How could
we not step up our mission of fostering fair
and equal coverage for LGBT people?).
More than a decade later, I am still haunt-
ed by the protesters’ hate-filled slogans.

Not surprisingly, many in the LGBT
community have let their own inner hate
rip as the news of Phelps’ impending death
circulated. On Facebook a gay man wrote,
“The world will be a better and more lov-
ing place without this human garbage.”
Another suggested making any funeral for
Phelps into a “ridiculous, frivolous spec-
tacle” — even going so far as to suggest

carrying signs that read, “God hates Fred
Phelps ... and he’s about to find out how
much.”

Enough.

Yes, I understand what drives many to
such extreme emotions (and I'd be lying if
I didn’t admit to a vein of it myself); after
all, it’s only human to want to fight back
against hate.

Instead, what if those on the receiving
end of Phelps’ ideology did the opposite,
which is to say, let him go quietly — and
without protest — into that good night?
Imagine the karma lesson that would be
to all those who have supported Westboro
Baptist.

Revenge against Phelps — or, frankly,
any hateful or toxic person — doesn’t re-
ally allow for healing. Joseph Burgo, a
psychoanalyst and an author, told me this
week: “For those of us who have felt hated
and shamed by people like Phelps, the
temptation is to turn tables and triumph
over their demise. You might think of it as
‘giving back’ the hatred and shame that
was inflicted upon us, but this reaction
binds us to the other person as long as we
continue to feel that way.” He then added
that we need to “break the hold of these de-
structive emotions and move on.”

So, with Phelps’s passing, I suggest we
bombard Westboro Baptist with sympathy
cards and prayers. Or, as a friend of mine
tells me, “Drive your enemies really crazy:
Love them.” OK, maybe not love, but at
least not hate. Never hate.

Steven Petrow is a former president of the
National Lesbian & Gay Journalists Assoc.auon
and the author of five etiquette books. Tl

Column first appearad in The Washington Post.
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NRA attacks Murthy with surglcal premsmn

Baltimore Sun editorial

earning more about the causes of

injury and death and recommend-

ing policies that might lengthen

people’s lives have long been the
mission of the public health community.
Under those circumstances, it’s hardly
surprising that those in the field are con-
cerned not only about viruses and infec-
tious agents but also about firearm-related
injuries and deaths.

For years, doctors have been looking
at gun violence, the nature of the injuries
it causes and the policies that might pre-
vent it. This is strictly mainstream stuff.
The American Medical Association has
long expressed concerns in this area and
endorsed the assault weapons ban, limit-
ing gun magazines and improving access
to mental health services. The AMA has
more than 200,000 physician members,
making it by far the largest medical soci-
ety in the country.

Dr. Vivek Hallegere Murthy appears
to espouse those same views, and that’s
exactly what’s gotten him in trouble. His
nomination to become President Barack
Obama’s next surgeon general is now con-
sidered in serious jeopardy because he has
not only suggested guns are a health issue
but once declared on social media after
the Newtown tragedy that he was tired of
elected officials playing politics with guns
because “they’re scared of the NRA.”

That’s only shocking if one is still
shocked that Obama was elected president
of the United States. Most sensible people
are tired of the political games, too. Public
opinion surveys have repeatedly found that
a majority of Americans believe in stricter
regulations on gun sales and other reason-
able forms of gun control like background

checks and safety training.

Murthy, a Boston internist, isn’t exactly
a loose cannon on the issue either. In his
February confirmation hearing, he testi-
fied under oath that he doesn’t plan to use
the bully pulpit of his office to favor gun
control, preferring instead to focus on
such issues as obesity, smoking and mental
illness.

Nor can anyone claim he isn’t quali-
fied for the job. Murthy got into Harvard
at age 16 and got his medical degree at
Yale. A first-generation immigrant from
Florida, he’s an American success story
having worked in private practice, medi-
cal research and health care advocacy. He
founded an international organization pro-
moting HIV/AIDS youth education while
he was still a medical student.

That Murthy supported the Affordable
Care Act and Obama’s candidacy may irk
some Republicans, but surely both posi-
tions would be expected of any surgeon
general nominee in this administration.
Would anyone in the Senate seriously ex-
pect Obama to nominate an Obamacare foe
or a Mitt Romney supporter for the job?

Clearly, it is opposition from the National
Rifle Association that has created the un-
certainty surrounding the nomination.
The organization has promised that a vote
for Murthy will be regarded negatively in
“scoring” of U.S. Senate candidates. And
that appears to have been enough to send
some Red State Democratic senators run-
ning for cover. It is these gutless Demo-
crats, and not Republican opposition, that
has derailed the nominee.

That a well-qualified doctor holding
mainstream views on gun control that
are shared by the nation’s largest physi-
cian group can be so pilloried by the NRA
(and its willing accomplices on talk radio
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and the conservative media) as to be dis-
qualified from public service ought to be a
concern to all Americans. And that Demo-
crats, who not long ago changed the Senate
filibuster rule to facilitate the confirmation
process, appear powerless to do anything
about it is truly outrageous.

Is the only solution to nominate someone
who has never expressed any misgivings
about unregulated gun ownership? If so,
that person probably isn’t much of a doctor.
More than 100,000 people are shot, on aver-
age, every year in the U.S. That amounts to
about 289 people each day, of which 86 are
killed, according to the Brady Campaign

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING SHOT: Quitting Criticism
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Confirmation.

to Prevent Gun Violence. For any public
health professional to ignore such carnage
amounts to medical malpractice.

What a shame if Murthy ends up as an-
other notch on the NRA'’s gun belt, particu-
larly for a nation that desperately needs to
address gun violence. Of course, it’s what
we’ve come to expect from an organization
that opposes even using federal dollars to
research gun violence, but it’s disappoint-
ing that more fair-minded senators and
others in Washington won’t stand up to
such bullying, particularly given the lives
at stake.

Push to help the vulnerable before they are homeless

By MoLLIE LowERY

ourdes was 69 years old when I

first met her in 2012. She was liv-

ing next to a bus stop on a busy

four-lane street in front of a su-
permarket. Lourdes had claimed the spot
three years earlier, after she was rousted
from her encampment in Griffith Park
in Los Angeles. Before that, she’d lived
in her 1973 Toyota, but it was eventually
impounded because of overdue parking
tickets.

Lourdes was one of the folks we call
“chronically homeless.” She’d been sur-
viving on the city’s margins for 20 years
after losing her low-cost housing because
of gentrification. When she couldn’t find
another affordable place to live indoors,
she found another way to survive, making
do with disability benefits as she struggled
on the streets with scoliosis, arthritis and
hearing loss.

But just because she didn’t have a lot
doesn’t mean she didn’t cost a lot. She cost
us taxpayers a heap of money, as she circu-
lated in and out of psych wards and jails.
Mind you, Lourdes never sought these
services. Her crime was to live in public
places, and this was our response.

Before I met her, Lourdes had been ap-
proached by several outreach teams of-
fering food, warm clothes and temporary
shelter. But in exchange they asked her for
a lot of personal information, which she
was unwilling to share. Besides, she had
one goal — to have a permanent home of
her own. No one was offering that. But then
one day I took her a housing subsidy vouch-
er application with her name on it, and we
had something to start with.

Lourdes began her journey home slow-

wAVNE ParrY/AP

Tomas Torres sits at a table crowded
with donated food at his encampment of
homeless people in the woods of Toms
River, N.J., on March 15.

ly and cautiously, often overcome by fear
and distrust. It took daily visits for three
weeks for Lourdes to trust me enough to
provide the information required for the
application. Applying for an identity card
at the DMV involved a whole day of anxi-
ety and panic. Getting six months of bank
statements, a Social Security card, and SSI
income verification swallowed up another
week’s efforts.

Each day began with my making new re-
assurances that if Lourdes got in the car
with me, I wouldn’t take her to a mental

hospital. This level of fear and distrust does
not emanate from some genetic pathology.
It comes from years of being marginal-
ized, excluded, exposed and traumatized.
It comes from living one’s life in such a
public way, and yet being isolated and in-
visible. Our journey could only succeed if
we, together, could dismantle the years of
trauma and build an enduring relationship
— a bridge back to a genuine place in the
community.

We ultimately succeeded. Lourdes now
lives in a senior citizen community. She’s a
proud American who has a home, privacy
and new family.

You can see from this one, small tale that
the often-repeated goal of “ending home-
lessness” is far more complicated than
those two words convey. And we’ll never
get there without understanding the roots
of the crisis, which include economic re-
cession, the draining of resources caused
by wars (as well as the damaged veterans
wars produce), the deinstitutionalization of
people with serious mental illness in the
1960s and the failure since then to provide
adequate community-based mental health
services, urban gentrification with its re-
sulting loss of affordable housing, an influx
of immigrants forced to live on society’s
margins, the ready availability of cheap
and damaging drugs and our continuing
failure to adequately address such issues
as racial tensions, gangs and domestic
violence.

In cities across the nation, groups and in-
dividuals have tried to solve homelessness
with heroic rescue operations — shelters in
church basements, food banks, drop-in cen-
ters and soup kltchens And governments
have gotten involved, too, with a focus on
building and operatmg affardable housing.

But for all the effort and money and good
intentions, we’ve barely made a dent in the
number of homeless Americans.

‘Why? Because we have yet to address the
entrenched systems that are hurling people
to the margins without an adequate safety
net. Yes, with patience, financial resources
and a long-term commitment of time and
energy, we were able to get Lourdes off the
street and into the home she so wanted. But
a far more humane, effective — and cheap-
er — strategy would be to prevent people
like Lourdes from winding up homeless in
the first place.

As long as we focus on individual pa-
thologies and solutions, we won’t touch the
problem. In recent years, the nation’s pri-
orities have included funding wars in Af-
rica and the Middle East. We’ve pursued a
costly and ineffective “war on drugs” and
poured resources into sustaining an eco-
nomic system that rewards the rich and
corporations while penalizing people liv-
ing in poverty. We’ve built ever more pris-
ons to house people who are mentally ill or
drug abusers. But we haven’t looked at how
to keep those on society’s lowest economic
rung from losing their footing and falling
into homelessness.

As the country’s costly wars in the Mid-
dle East wind down, perhaps we can finally
focus on some of their victims — homeless
veterans and those they share the side-
walks with. Keeping people from ending
up on the streets in the first place is the
only way we can finally end this immoral,
unjust, violation of human rights that we
call homelessness.

Mollie Lowery is the development director
for Housing Works and a longtime homeless
advocate. This column first appeared in the Los
Angeles Times.
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Sony Open
Thursday
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Women’s NIT

First Round
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Colorado 78, TCU 71

Montana 80, V\éashmgton State 78
'S¢

hur.
1UPUI 72, CenlrarM\chlgan 66
Bowling Green 72, High Point 62
Indiana 48, Belmon
an 64
BT 96, 1o 8
utgers 65, Delaware 61

rinceton 94, VCI

eton Amorican 60
old Dominion &8, Navy

tetson 70, Miami 63
Marquette 63, Indlana State 61
84, Texas Sou

outh Dakota Stale 78. TBltler 61
Creighton 77, Missouri 51
Northwestarn 65, Ball State 65
Mississipi State 77, Tt

outhern Miss. 75, L
San Diego 82, Cal P
23 0thernuta 71, colorado state 56
Oregon 90, Pacmc &

Friday, March 2
Stony Brook 4855t Michigan (18-
Mount St. Mary’s (19-13) at Duquesne
-12.

Charlotte (15-15) at St. Bonaventure
North Carolina AST (24-6) at South
Flonda(
ora Bakersﬂeld (19-11) at Saint
Mary's (Calto. (53

rkansas State (zz 11) at UTEP (24-7)
Hawaii (17-13) at Washington (17-13)

College baseball

Thursday’s scores
EAST
N.J. City 3, Old Westbury 0
SOUTI

Anderson (S.C.) 9, GRU Augusta 4
Cincinnati-Clermont 22, Kentucky St.
2

Limestone 6, Lenoir-Rhyne 4
 Randolph- Macon 11, Mary Washing-

5% Andrews 7, Erskine 1 §
Shenandoah 21, E. Mennonite 6
Union (Tenn.) 78, Le Moyne-Owen 3-1
Virginia 14, Princeton 4

I ILECLE]

Spring training
AMERICAN LEAGUE

W L Pct

Tampa Bay 4 4.7718
Cleveland 750
Seattle 714
Baltimore 611
New York 591
Oakland 579
Detroit 550
Kansas City 526
Los Angeles 524
Toronto 450
Chicago 412
Minnesota 7 10 412
Houston 8 12 .400
Boston 8 13 381
Texas 6 13 316

NATIONAL LEAGUE

W L Pct

Miami 4 7 667
Pittsburgh 579
San Francisco 571
Arizona 550
Washington 524
ew York 500
Milwaukee 478
Colorado 476
Cincinnati 435
Chicago 417
St. Louis 412
Los Angeles 6 10 .375
Atlanta 8 14 364
6 12 333

Phlladeﬁ:ma 6 14 .300

Note: Split-squad games count in th

standings; games against non-major
league teams do not.
hursday’s games
Philadelphia (55) 6 Houston 3
Miami 4, St. Loui
Washington & Datro
Toronto 3, Phnadelpma ()1

cincinnati 5, Te xas4 10 mmngs
Seattle 3, Chicago Cubs

L.A. Angels 3, Kansas C\ty 2
Ml\wau ee 4, Colorado 3

san Franclsco 11, San Diego 3
lay's games
1 Washington Vs st Souts at Jupiter,
Miami vs. Houston at Kissimmee, Fla.
1, 05ton vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater,
a.
| Atianta (ss) vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,
Fla.
| Detroit vs. Atlanta (s5) at Kissimmee,
F
Toronto vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char-
lotte, Fla.
- ¥. Mets vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,
2,
hicago Cubs vs. Chicago White Sox
at Slenadre Arts.
Milwaukee vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
Kansas City (ss) vs. Cincinnati at
Goodyear, Ariz.
Kansag City (s5) vs. LA. Angels at
Tempe,
Chvetand vs. Colorado at Scottsdale,
Ar

sburgh vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa,

Fla.

Oakland vs. San Francisco at Scotts-
dale, Ariz.

San Diego vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.

. Saturday’s games
(o2 timore vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char-
otte, Fla.
Ph\lade\Dhla vs. Pittsburgh at Braden-

Detrolt vs. Toronto at Dunedm Fla.
St. Louis vs. Houston

Thursday’s transactions
BASEBALL
American League
BOSTON RED SOX — 0 tiol RHP

Fla

, “Miami (ss) vs. Washington at Viera,
Fla.

N V Yankees vs. Minnesota at Fort My-

Boston vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla.
Mets vs. Miami (ss) at Jupiter,

FI
Colorado (ss) vs. Cleveland at Good-
vear, Ari;
-A. Angels vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix
Seattle (ss) vs. Oakland at Phoenix
Chicago White Sox (ss) vs. San Diego
at Peona, Ariz.
Francisco N Chicago White Sox
(55) at Glendale, A
Xas Vs. Kansas City at Surprise,

Cmcmnatl vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,

Seatt\e (ss) vs. Colorado (ss) at Scott-
sdale, Ariz.

nday’s games
Tampa Bay Ve: Boston at Fort Myers,

2 Pittsburgh vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,

Houston vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
N.Y. Mets vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee,

Fla.
ctal Toronto vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa,

Minnesota vs. Philadelphia at Clear-
water, Fla.

Miami vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla,
PhChlcago Cubs vs. Oakland (ss) at

Kansas C|ty vs. San Francisco at Scott-
sdale, Ari
Art akland (ss) vs. Seattle at Peoria,

A _Mllwaukee vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear,
riz.
San Diego vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
Cleveland vs. LA, Angels at Tempe,
Ariz,
Chicago White Sox vs. Colorado at
Scottsdale, Ariz.

National League

East I)lv ion
L Pct GB

Atlanta O 0 000 —
Iaml 0 0 000 —

0 0 000 —

Phlladelphla 0 0 000 —
Washington 0 0 000 —

Central Di ion
Chicago 0 0 .00 -
Cincinnati 0 o 000 —
Milwaukee 0 0 000 —
Pittsburgh 0 o 000 —
St. Louis’ 0 0 000 —
. West Division
Arizona 0 0 000 —
Colorado 0 0 000 -
Los Angeles 0 0 000 —
San Diego 0 0 000 —
San Franclsco 0 000 -—
lay’s gam

gers (Kershaw 76 vs. Arizona

(Muleyu -0) at Syd
LA Dodgers (Ryu 0-0) vs. Arizona (Ca-
hill 0-0) at Sydney

Arnold Palmer Invitational
PEA Tuur

At Bay Hill club and Lodge Course

562
Vardage T 419, Par. 12 (35 36)

amateun
Adam Scott 1-;
Ryo Ishlkawa 3-:
John Merrick
Gonzalo FdeZ Caslano -
randt Sned -
organ Hoffmann £
aul C -
amie Dunaldsun -
jason Kokral -
rancesco Molinari -

in Moore
harles Howell 11l
. Holmes

Graeme McDowell

Chad Campbell

Patrick Reed

Trevor Immelman
very

enrik Stenson
hesson Hadley
arris English

K.J. Choi

Davis Love Ill

Billy Horschel
Jhonattan Vegas
Cameron Tringale
Padraig Harrington
Aaron Baddeley
Hunter Mahan
etief Goosen

avid Hearn 70
rian Davis
ichael Putnam
ean O'Hair
ussell Knox
Luke Guthrie
Justin Rose

]
3

£
1
=R

JTBC Founders Cup

LPGA 'l’our

At JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Rid ige
Resort & Spa, Wildfire Golf Club Course

enix
e: $1.5 mi
Vardage.sss! Pay
irst Round
Mirim Lee 4-30—
MorganPresseI 6-29—
un 2-34—
SHhey e 4-32—
Pernilla Lindberg 2-34—
Catriona Matthew 4-32—
Inbee Parl 2-34—
Gerina Piller 4-32—
Karrie Webb 3-33—
Michelle Wie 4-32—
odi Ewart Shadoff 7-30—
K. K 3-34—
yala Ko 6-31—
o Martin 3-34—
Haru Nomura 3-34—
ornanong Phatlum 2-35—
my Yang 4-33—
Heather Bowie Young 33—
Laura Davies 33—
Perrine Delacour 34—
atie Futcher 35—
ec- 33—
ennifer Johnson 33—
eena Lee 33—
checca Lee-Bentham 33—
ika Miy: 35—
Azahara Munoz 36—
Suzann Pettersen 33—
So Yeon Ryu —
Jenny Shin 33—
Jaclyn Sweeney -34—
Alison Wals 3-35—
Chella Choi 5-34—
hristina Kim 5-34—
indy Kim 6-33—
ennifer Kirby 4-35—
essica Korda 3-36—
risty McPherson 4-35—
i Young Oh 5-34—
rica Popson 6-33—
Lizette Salas 6-33—
Sarah Jane Smith 7-32—
Lexi Thompson 3-36—

ned
Rubby De La Rosa and INF Brock Holt to
IL) INF Brandon

Snyder to their minor league camp.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned 18 Jon
singleton to Oklahoma City (PCL). Re-
assigned SS Carios Correa, RHPs Mark
Appel and Mike Foltynewicz and OFs
George Springer and Dellnc Deshields to
their minor league camy

103 ANGELES ANGELS — Traded 18
Matt Scioscia o the Chicago Cubs for OF
Trevor Gretzl

GAKLAND ATHLETICS — Claimed OF
Kent Matthes off waivers from Colorado
and optioned him to Sacramento (PCL).
Placed RHP Jarrod Parker on the 60-day

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Optioned RHP
Brad Boxberger to Durham (IL). Rea:
signed OF Justin Christian, INFs Col e
sands, 'C Ali Solis,

LHP Adam Liberatore and to their minor
league camp.
ANGERS — Released RHPs Mi-
ghael Zouzalik, Travis Dean and RHP Jose
Say

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Claimed OF
Matt Tuiasosopo off waivers from Ari-
Zona. Released LHP Luis Perez.

ional League
CINCINNATI REDS — Reassigned RHP
Drew Hayes, LHP Lee Hyde, RHP Chien-
Ming Wang and INE Argenis Diaz to their
minor league ca
COLORADO ROGKIES — Selected the
contract of C Mike McKenry from Colo-
rado Springs (PCL).
ASHINGTON NATIONALS — Granted
RHP Luis Ayala his unconditional re-
0ss Ohlendorf, C

Brock Peterson and INF Will Rhymes to
their minor league

National Baskethall Assnc:anon
MIAMI HEAT — Assigned C Justin
amilton to Sioux Falls (NBADL) for two

mes.
NEW YORK KNICKS — Signed G Shan-
non Brown for the remainder of the sea-

Wornen's National Basketball Association
MINNESOTA LYNX — Re-signed C Janel
McCarville to agu\(iye?[ccntracl.

National Fnotball
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Agreed to the
terms with CB Antonio Cromartie on a
one-year contract.
TLANTA FALCONS — Agreed to terms
with KR-WR Devin Hester.
CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed WR
Jerricho Cotchery to a two-year con-
tract.

ct.
CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed QB Ja-
son Campbell.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed DT Tom
Johnson Agreed to terms with DE Corey

GAKLAND RAIDERS — Agreed to terms
with S Charles Woodson a one-year con-

tract.
FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed FB
Bruce Miller to a three-year contract ex-
tension.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed G Ste-
phen Schilling,
MPA BAV BUCCANEERS — Signed
ca ke Jenidn

nal Hackey Leat

CHICAGO BLACIGAWKS
terms with
contr

ague
— Agreed to
Matt Carey on a two-year

ract.
OLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Activat-

ed FIare0 BOIl O Injuren resrve, Ac:
Signed G Anton Forsberg to Springfield

DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned D
Adam Almauist and G Petr Mrazek to
Grand Rapids (A

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Reassigned
G Magnus Hellberg to Cincinnati (ECHL).
Signed D Brian Young to an amateur try-
out contract, Recalled F Calle Jarnkrok
from Milwaukee

TAMPA BAV I.IGHTNING - S\gned F
Cody Kunyk to a one-year contract.

SO

ajor League Soccer
COLORADO RAPIDS — Waived G Matt
Pickens.
FC DALLAS — Waived D London Wood-

erry.
PdHILADELPHIA UNION — Signed M

red.
SEATTLE SOUNDERS FC — Announced
business operations will become inde-
pendent from ihe Seatle Seahawks be-
ginning April 30.
‘COLLEGE

BALL STATE — Signed football coach
Pete Lembo to a five-year contract ex-
tension and added the title of associate
athletic director.

SAW STATE — Promoted men’s
interim basketball coach Jimmy Lallathin
tohead coach.

MICHIGAN — Suspended OL Graham
Glasgow for part of spring practice and
the season-opening game against Appa-

State,

lachian &
TEXAS — Signed football coach
DanMcCarey to 3 five-year contrac
AN

- med
Lauren Mamewson asslstanl volleybal\
coach
— Named Heath Schroyer
men s baskelball coach.
WAKE FOREST — Announced the res-
igndat"\rf(n of men’s basketball coach Jeff
Bzdelik.
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Briefly

Scott races out to 3-shot lead at Bay Hill

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Adam Scott
must have wondered why it took
him five years to return to the Ar-
nold Palmer Invitational.

This wasn’t the Bay Hill anyone
remembered. The sky was bright
blue with warm sunshine. Wind
‘was only a rumor. And the biggest
difference was seeing a 10-under
62 next to Scott’s name before half
the field had even hit a shot.

“I remembered the golf course
to certainly favor the way I play.
1 just had a few frustrating years
here and left it off the schedule,”
Scott said after his record-tying
round Thursday at gentle Bay Hill.
“Coming back fresh was obviously
agood thing. But Ilike the changes
they’ve made since the time I have
not been here. And today was just
one of those days where the hole
was a bit like a bucket.”

Scott made five putts from
about 20 feet or longer, two of
them for eagle and one of them
from off the green for birdie.
Even with a bogey in the middle
of his round, his 62 was the lowest
at Bay Hill in 30 years. Greg Nor-

WiLLie J. ALien JR./AP

Adam Scott hits from the fairway on the fifth hole during the first round of the Amold Palmer Invitational
at Bay Hill on Thursday in Orlando, Fla. Scott shot a 10-under 62 to take a 3-shot lead.

contract Thursday with free agent
cornerback Antonio Cromartie.
A three-time Pro Bowl selec-
tion, Cromartie spent the past four
seasons with the New York Jets.
m Safety Charles Woodson has
agreed to a one-year deal to re-
main with the Oakland Raiders.
The 37-year-old Woodson start-
ed all 16 games last season with
one interception, two sacks, three
passes defensed, three forced fum-
bles and two fumble recoveries.

Williams wins opening
match at Sony Open

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. — Trail-
ing in the first set of her first
match at the Sony Open, Serena
Williams grunted with every shot
and screamed with every point
she won.

And then, on the pivotal point,
she didn’t make a sound — or take
aswing.

Williams capitalized on a criti-
cal double-fault Thursday by
Yaroslava Shvedova to survive a
69-minute first set and win, 7-6
(7),6-2.

“It was an incredibly tough

man had a 62 in 1984, and Andy
Bean shot 62 in 1981.

Bengals sign QB Jason
Campbell to be backup

CINCINNATI — The Bengals
have signed quarterback Jason
Campbell to be Andy Dalton’s
backup.

Campbell has played for Wash-

ington, Oakland, Chicago and
Cleveland. He started eight of
the Browns’ last nine games last
season.

In other NFL news:

® The Houston Texans have
signed veteran free agent quar-
terback Ryan Fitzpatrick.

Fitzpatrick is a nine-year NFL
veteran who started nine games for

the Titans last season and threw for
2,454 yards and 14 touchdowns.

® Fullback Bruce Miller
signed a three-year contract ex-
tension with the San Francisco
49ers on Thursday, ensuring they
can keep a key member of the
team’s running game through the
2017 season.

W The Atlanta Falcons have

agreed to terms with return spe-
cialist Devin Hester.

The team announced the deal
Thursday. The 31-year-old Hester
is a three-time Pro-Bowler who
last year tied an NFL record with
his 19th scoring return in eight
seasons with the Chicago Bears.

® The Arizona Cardinals
agreed on the terms of a one-year

first set,” Williams said. “I just
needed to relax and yet keep up
the intensity.”

The top-ranked Williams seeks
a record seventh Key Biscayne
title, and her second in a row.

On the men’s side, Lleyton
Hewitt became the third active
man to win 600 matches when he
rallied past Robin Haase 3-6, 6-3,

Reds’ Chapman fortunate
to only have broken bone

By Bos Baum
The Associated Press

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Cincinnati Reds
closer Aroldis Chapman underwent a 2%2-
hour operation Thursday to repair a bro-
ken bone above his left eye but has no other
serious injuries after being hit in the face
by aline drive in a spring training game.

Team medical director Dr. Timothy
Kremchek said Chapman could begin
throwing off amound in six to eight weeks, a
timetable that could get him back in games
in late May. The left-hander with a fastball
that has reached 105 mph could start ex-
ercising and throwing on flat ground in a
couple of weeks, Kremchek said.

The doctor called Chapman “a very
lucky guy.”

The surgery was performed by cranial
facial plastic surgeon Dr. Ed Joganic.

Kremchek said earlier that a metal plate
would be inserted in the bone above Chap-
man’s left eyebrows and would remain
there permanently. Chapman has a very
mild concussion but no other brain injury
and no injury to his eye, Kremchek said.

“He’s feeling better and he has some
pain management. We’re optimistic that
he is going to be on the mend,” Reds man-
ager Bryan Price said after meeting with
players Thursday morning at the team’s

spring training facility. “Obviously, we’ll
stay in touch. We will make sure we follow
the process as we continue to get familiar
with the injury itself. We will let him know
how much support he has and that we care
about him. Hopefully, we will see him here
very soon.”

Cincinnati catcher Brayan Pena, a fel-
low Cuban and Chapman’s close friend,
was one of several Reds players who vis-
ited the injured pitcher Wednesday night
and spoke to him on the phone Thursday
morning.

“He was talking to me and we joked a
lot,” Pena said. “He just wanted to make
sure for me to tell everybody that he ap-
preciate so much the fans’ prayers, espe-
cially our teammates, our coaching staff,
everybody around, how much support and
how much love he received and got from
all of us.”

Pena said Chapman was very happy
when they spoke Thursday, “talking and
joking. He was talking a lot about some
Cuban jokes and that’s good because that
means his memory is still working pretty
good.”

The frightening incident, widely avail-
able on video via the Internet, occurred
in the sixth inning of Wednesday night’s
game at Kansas City’s spring training
facility in Surprise, where the Royals’

Jae C. Hone/AF

Cincinnati Reds relief pitcher Aroldis Chapman was hit in the face by a line drive
Wednesday night and_ taken to a hospital with a cut above his left eye. Chapman

underwent an

Thursday to repair a broken bone above his left eye and is

operation
expected to be back throwing off a mound in six to eight weeks.

Salvador Perez lined Chapman’s 99 mph
fastball into the pitcher’s face. Chapman
‘was knocked backward to the ground, then
rolled on his face, kicking in pain.

Pena rushed to the mound.

“Honestly, when I saw it I wanted to
cry,” Pena said. “That was my first feel-
ing because it was very scary. It was very
scary because I saw the line drive going

straight for his face, and then I saw him
bleeding and kicking and moving around
the way he was.”

Pena said Chapman “wasn’t even talk-
ing. He was just like moaning and making
sounds and then when I got there I pan-
icked because I didn’t know what else to
do. Then the medical staff guys got there,
and those guys were great.”
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Duane BurLesoN/AP

Detroit’s Daniel Alfredsson receives high-fives from teammates on the bench after scoring against
Pittsburgh during the first period of Thursday’s game in Detroit. The Red Wings won 5-4 in overtime.

Roundup

Alfredsson’s

0T goal lifts

Red Wings over Penguins

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Daniel Alfredsson scored his sec-
ond goal of the game with 1 second left in overtime
to give the Detroit Red Wings a 5-4 victory over the
Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday.

Alfredsson’s shot went off Pittsburgh goaltender
Marc-Andre Fleury and appeared to be knocked
into the net by Penguins defenseman Rob Scuderi,
‘who scored into his own net earlier in the game. The
goal stood after video review.

Detroit was up 2-0, trailed 3-2 and led 4-3 lead
with 7:43 left. Craig Adams pulled Pittsburgh back
into a tie two minutes later.

Gustav Nyquist, Tomas Tatar and Todd Bertuzzi
also scored for Detroit.

Evgeni Malkin had two goals and Lee Stempniak
added one for Pittsburgh

Fleury made 25 saves. Detroit’s Jimmy Howard
stopped 39 shots.

Sharks 3, Ducks 2: Brent Burns scored the tie-
breaking goal with 3:59 to play to help host San Jose
beat Anaheim and take sole possession of first place
in the Pacific Division for the first time in more than
three months.

Joe Thornton tied the game earlier in the third
and got his second assist on the game-winner for the
Sharks, who have won seven of eight to move two
points ahead of Anaheim.

Kings 2, Capitals 1 (S0): Marian Gaborik got the
deciding goal in the shootout and host Los Angeles
beat Washington to give Darryl Sutter his S00th
regular-season victory as an NHL coach.

Jonathan Quick tied Rogie Vachon for the most
career victories by a Kings goaltender and stopped
Alex Ovechkin, who leads the league with 46 goals,
on the Capitals’ second shot in the tiebreaker.

Flyers 4, Stars 2: Wayne Simmonds scored two
goals as host Philadelphia beat Dallas for its fourth
straight win.

Mark Streit and Michael Raffl also scored for

Philadelphia, which maintained its hold on second
place in the Metropolitan Division.

Jamie Benn scored twice for Dallas, which lost its
fourth straight.

Sabres 3, Oilers 1: Cory Conacher had two goals
and an assist as visiting Buffalo beat Edmonton to
end a seven-game losing streak.

Drew Stafford also scored for Buffalo, which had
been outscored 21-6 during its skid.

Taylor Hall had Edmonton’s goal

Coyotes 2, Panthers 1: Radim Vrbata and An-
toine Vermette scored first-period goals as host
Phoenix held on to win its third in a row.

Coyotes goalie Mike Smith had a shutout until
Chris Gomez scored with 4:08 to play. Smith had 22
saves.

Phoenix has won five of six and seven of nine.

Blue Jackets 3, Canadiens 2: Ryan Johansen
scored late in the third period to give visiting Co-
lumbus a victory that ended Montreal’s three-game
winning streak.

Derek MacKenzie and Brandon Dubinsky also
scored for Columbus. Sergei Bobrovsky, the reign-
ing Vezina Trophy winner, made 25 saves while
starting the Blue Jackets’ 16th straight game and
23rd in the last 24.

Devils 4, Wild 3 (OT): Andy Greene scored from
in close 2 minutes into overtime as host New Jersey
ended a three-game losing streak by beating Min-
nesota in Zach Parise’s first game against his for-
mer teammates.

Adam Henrique and Patrik Elias each had three
assists and combined to set up the game-winner
for New Jersey, which blew a two-goal third-period
lead.

Lightning 5, Senators 4: Teddy Purcell scored
twice and Ryan Callahan had a power-play goal
midway through the third period to lead visiting
Tampa Bay over Ottawa.

Valteri Filpulla and Eric Brewer also scored for
the Lightning, who have won five in a row.

Scorebhoard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
L 0T

GP Pts GF G
Boston 69 7 223149
TampaBay 10 4 7 208185
Montreal 71 6 7 182180
Toronto 7 78 208219
Detroit 69 4 13 183194
Ottawa 69 8 13 69 198234
Florida 70 6 8 60 173225
Buffalo 70 2 8 136206
Pittsburgh 69 H 28173
Philadelphia 69 7 199197
olumbus 6 199189
N.Y.Rangers 70 4 185 174
Washington 71 11 205211
Newersey 70 13 172183
Carolin: 69 9 172195
N isianders 70 9 195239

Western Conference

Central DI
Gp
St.louis 69 47
Chicago 70 40 27182
Colorado 70 44 216192
Minnesota 70 36 174172
Dallas 69 32 196 201
Winnipeg 71 32 199208
Nashville 70 29 165208
Pacific
sanjose 7L 46 99 219170
nahei 70 45 97 22178
o Angeles 0 3 170149
Phoel 0 3 179 194197
Vanccuver 2 32 10 74 172194
Calgary & 2 63 168203
Edmonton 71 177228

9 5
Note: Two pnlnts for a win, one point
for overtime los:
ednesday s games
Tore

590
s, Colorado 4, OT
Vancouver 2, Nashvlllen

Thursday’s gam
Los Angelas 2, Washington 1, 50
New Jersey 4, anesutaS or

fampa awa
Detroit 5, Plttsburgh 4, ot
Buffalo 3, Edm
Phoannc?, Florida 1.
san Jose 3, Anaheim 2

Friday’s games
N.Y. Rangers at Columbus
Carolina at Chicago
Boston at Colorado
Nashville at Calgary

lay’s games

St. Louis ¢ Phlladethla

LY. Rangers at New Jersey
Carolinaat Winnipeg
Boston at Phoenix

Calgary at Edmonton
Washington at San Jose

Thursday
Sabres 3, Oilers 1
Buffalo 9123
Edmonton
First Period—1, Edmonton HaII 24
(s:hu\tz, Perron), 17:48 (pp).
erlod2. bu alo, Conacher 5

(Mcaam). 9 16<
Buffalo, Conacher 6
(Hod g e 1209, 4, Buriale, Staford 18
(Ennis, Corlacher), 2:44,
hots on_ Goai—Buffalo 8-16-12—36.
Edmonton 14-13-9—36.
Power-play opportunities—Bufalo 1
of 2; Edmonton
Goalieor Suttatn, Hackett 100 (36
shots-35 saves). Edmonton, Scrivens 13-
12-4 (36-33).
A~16,839 (16,839). T—2:35.

Coyotes 2, Panthers 1

Fl 99011
Pho!

Lty period~1, Phoenix, Vrbala o
(Hanzal, Ekman-Larsson), 2:56 (pp). 2,

Phogmx‘ Vermatte 33 (Stone, Bobdkers,

Third Period—3, Florida, Gomez 2 (Ku-
likov), 15:53.

Shots. on, Goal—Florida 7-6-10—23.
Phoenix 7-8-7—22.

Power-play anorlnmhes —Florida 0

of 3; Phoenix 1

Goalies—Florida, Luongo 22-19-7 (22
shots-20 saves). Phoenix, Smith 27-20-10
(23-22).

A—14,442 (17,125). T—2:20.

4, Wild 3 (0T)

Devi
anesota
Flrs erlod 1, New Jersey. Ryder 17

(Elias, Hennque) 16:58.
ecol , New Jersey, Fayne 4

(Henrique, Ehas)‘
Thir -3 anesota. Parise 24

(Suter, spurgec ), :21 (pp). 4, New Jersey.

Jagr 23 (Clowe, T.Zajac), 3:34'(

nedota, Graniund 8 (Spurgeom, 10:36. 6,

Minnesota, Cooke 10 (Scandelld, Brodin),
128,

Overtime—7, New Jersey, Greene 8
(Henrigue, Elias). 2:00.

Minnesota 6-6-10-1—
10-1-29."

23 New Jersey 10

Flyers 4, Stars 2
ﬂ 1 1—2
Plnladelphla 0
riod—1, Phi Iadelph\a Strelt
9 (Glroux 10:23. 2, Philadelpl
mol nd 22 (Hannen Varacek) 13 21 (pp)

ond Period—
(Seﬁ‘uln Goll oskl)

las, Ja.Benn 29 (Seguin, Chiasson),

12:51. 6, hlladelphla. Raffl 9 (Couturier,
Timonen), 1 G -
oal

hots an
Philadelphia 12-13-4—.
owel FI yolworlu
3 Philadelphia 1 o2
0alies—| Dal\as Thomas 18-22-4 (29
ShOt2S Saves). PhiladaIiva, Mason 55
16-6 (35-33).
A—19,831 (19,541). T—2:33.

Blue Jackets 3, Canadiens 2
l l 1 3

—1, Montreal, Galla her
18 (Galchenyuk Piekanec), 14:53 (pp). 2,
columbus‘ Mackenzie § (Letestuy, 1553

"Uecond Period—3, Columbus, Dubin-
sky 14 (Comeau, Johrison), 6:53;
Period—4, Montreal, Vanek 25
<Pacmreﬁy. Subban), 7:46. 5, Columbus,
Johansen 27, 16:50.
(piMissed Penaity Sot—Eller, Mon, 3:21
i
Shots on Goal=Columbus 16-13-11—
mphgontreall 127871
wer-play opport uni
0.0f 8 Montreal PERT
S alumis, Bobrovsky 27-17-
s shols 25 saves). Montreal, Price 28-

18- 5 (0.
5% @107, 7237,

Lightning 5, Senators 4
2

Tampa Bay 128

DZaHas 12-17-6—35.

ies—Dallas 1 of

s—Columbus

awa
First Period—1, Tamga Bay Purceu i
(Hedman, Johnsun).. &/ awa, Ma-
chrthur 21 (Turris) 1 3, Tampa
Bay,PurceH 2 (Hi Edman Jnhnson), 12:38.

ttawa, E.Karlsson 18 (Hoffman, Spe-

zza). 13:07 (pv)
Second Pel Tampa Bay, Filp-
pula zz (Palat, Sa\ti) ks) 4137(9;:) 6, Ottawa,
alek), 17:3

a Bay, Brewer 1
(Brown KIII ) am a Bay, Cal-
lahan 13 (Palat Salo)‘ 11:58 (D ). 9, Ot-
tawa, Michalek' 13 (E.Karlsson, SDeZZa).

" Shots on Goal Tampa Bay 11-10-7—

es—Tampa

Bay, Bishop 34-11-6
<31 shots 27 saves) Ottawa, Lehner 7-14-

A—17,136 (19,153). T—2:30.
Red Wings 5, Penguins 4 (OT)

Pittsburgh 931 04
Detroit

First period—1, Detrolt, Titfeadson 16
(Franzen, Del 721

econd Period etroit, Nyquist 20

(Alfredsson Kmnwah) 4:35 (pp). 3, Pitts-

burgh, Stemipniak 10 (kunitz, Bortuzzu),
AT SN AT
Jokinen, 15455 Bikesharan. etk 21
(Neal, Jokinen), 17:58 (pp).

Third - Period—6, Batroit, Tatar 15
(Sheahan, 9." 7, Detroit,
Bertuzzi 9 ittsburgh, Adams

2:17,
(Sutter, Glbbons) 7.
Overtime—9, Detrolt, Alfredsson 17
(N)’(i‘uwstv Quincey), 4:
Shot: Goal—Pittsburgh 11-15-13-
4-43. Detrolts-lo
Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh
107 5¢ Dotrort LoTor
Goalies—Pittsburgh, Fleury 34-15-4
(30 shots-25 saves). Detroit, Howard 16-
16-10 (43-39).
\—20,066 (20,066). T—2:37.

Kings 2, Capitals 1 (SO)
Washington D 01
Los Angeles 0
Los Angeles won shootout
First Period—1, Los Angeles. KODItar
22 (Gabor\k Williams), 14:t
Third Period—2, Washmglon Ward 22
(Kuznelsov, Backstrom).
fout—Washington 1 (Kuznetsov
G, Ovechkvn NG, Backstrom NG), Los An-
geles 2 (ch\(ar NG, Carter G, Gaborik

Shots on Goal—Washington 5-8-6-3—
22.10s Angeles 7-
Power-pla

0-1
L 02

Y op unities—Washing-
ton 0 of 3; Los Ange\es 0of3.

G —Washlngtcn. Halak 28-11-5
(28 7 saves). Los Angeles, Quick
22- 15 Z( 2 -21).

A-—18,118 (18,118). T—2:40.
_ Sharks 3, Ducks 2

9112

2—
iod—1, San Jose, Miarleas 2
(Thornton couture) 13:52 (pp:
Secon 5, Anaheirn, Perreault
15 (peny,c IAp 17:40.( pp).
Third Period—3, Anaheim, Selanne 8
(Perry, Getzlaf), 1:43. 4, San Jose, Thorn-
(Burns, Pavelski), 8:11. 8, an Jose,
Burns 20 (Thornton, Viasic), 1
hots on  Goal nahelm Vo518,

10f 6; New Jersey 1 of 4.
oalies—Minnesota, Bryzgalov 6-8-7
@9 Shote 26 saves) New Jersey, Sch-
neider 13-14-9 (23-20).
A—14.772 (17,625). T-2:30.

S|
San Jose 6-11-11— neim 1
of zsan Jose 1.0f 3.
alies—Anaheim, Andersen 16-5-0
ﬁsss(hors 25 saves). San Jose, Niemi 35-
A—17,563 (17,562). T—2:28.
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AUTO RACING

Around the track

SPRINT CUP

This week: Auto Club 400 at
Fontana, Calif.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 8 p.m. Sunday, CET.

Track: Auto Club Speedway (oval,
2.0 miles).

Race distance: 400 miles, 200
laps.

Last year: Kyle Busch completed
a weekend sweep, winning after Joey
Logano wrecked Denny Hamlin on the
last lap. Hamlin fractured a vertebra
and missed almost five full races.

Last week: Carl Edwards won the
rain-shortened race at Bristol.

Fast facts: Six-time series champion
Jimmie Johnson has a series-high five
victories at the track. He was 12th
last year.

Next race: STP 500, March 30,
Martinsville (Va.) Speedway.

Online: nascar.com

— The Associated Press

NATIONWIDE SERIES

This week: Auto Club 300 at
Fontana, Calif.

TV: (Delayed) AFN-Xtra, 8 a.m.
Sunday, CET.

Track: Auto Club Speedway (oval,
2.0 miles).

Race distance: 300 miles, 150
laps.

Last year: Kyle Busch gave Joe
Gibbs Racing its ninth consecutive Na-
tionwide victory at the track, comfort-
ably beating Sam Hornish Jr.

Last week: Busch raced to his 16th
career Bristol victory, the most by a
NASCAR driver at any track. He held
off Kyle Larson after a late restart.

Fast facts: Busch has a record
65 series victories. He also won the
rain-shortened Phoenix race this year.
... Tony Stewart started Joe Gibbs
Racing's Fontana winning streak in
February 2008, and Busch has six
victories and Joey Logano two for the
team. Busch, Matt Kenseth and Elliott
Sadler are driving for JGR this week.

Next race: O'Reilly Auto Parts 300,
April 4, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort
Worth, Texas.

Online: nascar.com

— The Associated Press

CAMPING WORLD
TRUCKS SERIES

Next race: Kroger 250, March 29,
Martinsville (Va.) Speedway.

Last race: Kyle Busch won at Day-
tona on Feb. 21 to become the first
driver to win Truck, ARCA, Nationwide
and Sprint Cup races at the track.

Online: nascar.com

— The Associated Press

Driver standings
1. Brad Keselowski
2. Dale Earnhardt Jr.
3. Carl Edwards
4. Jeff Gordon..
5. Jimmie Johnson
6. Joey Logano.
7. Denny Hamlin
8. Matt Kenseth
9. Ryan Newman .

10. Ricky Stenhouse Jr.

11. Kasey Kahne....

12. Greg Biffle

13. Austin Dillon

14. Kyle Busch ..

15. Marcos Ambrose .

16. Jamie McMurray .

17. Paul Menard.

18. Brian Vickers

19. Casey Mears

20. Aric Almirola

Driver to watch

Tony Stewart has struggled in his return
from a leg injury, but things might be tuming
around for “Smoke.” After disappointing starts
at Daytona and Phoenix, Stewart turned in a
fourth-place finish in last week’s rain-plagued
race at Bristol. “It's a step in the right direction
for sure. This is a big one. If you come out of
this place with a top-five you've had a good
day,” he told The Associated Press. Stewart
stands a good chance of keeping his

momentum: He has won two
of the past four races at
Fontana.

VERIZON INDYCAR

Next race: Firestone Grand Prix
of St. Petersburg (Fla.), March 30,
Streets of St. Petersburg.
Online: indycar.com
— The Associated Press

FORMULA ONE

Next race: Malaysian Grand Prix,
March 30, Sepang International Cir-
cuit, Kuala Lumpur.

Last week: Mercedes’ Nico Rosberg
won the season-opening Australia
Grand Prix. Second-place finisher Dan-
iel Ricciardo of Red Bull was disquali-
fied for a breach of fuel regulations.

Online: formulal.com

— The Associated Press

NHRA MELLO YELLO
DRAG RACING

Next event: SummitRacing.com
NHRA Nationals, March 28-30, The
Strip at Las Vegas Motor Speedway.

Last week: Robert Hight won the
Gatornationals, beating boss John
Force in the Funny Car final. Doug
Kalitta won in Top Fuel, Allen Johnson
in Pro Stock, and Steve Johnson in
Pro Stock Motorcycle.

Online: nhra.com

— The Associated Press

OTHER RACES

ARCA RACING SERIES: ARCA-
Mobile 200, Saturday, Mobile Interna-
tional Speedway, Irvington, Ala.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS: Sprint Car:
FVP Western Spring Shootout, Satur-
day, Stockton (Calif.) Dirt Track.

— The Associated Press

WapE PayNE/AP

Crew members cover the cars during one of two weather delays lasting a total of more than five hours at
the NASCAR Sprint Cup race at Bristol Motor Speedway in Bristol, Tenn., on Sunday. Moving the Bristol
race to later in the season could help with better weather conditions, but individual track politics and
NASCAR’s reluctance to change the racing schedule complicate a possible move.

Schedule change would
help weather difficulties

BRISTOL, Tenn.
f the many things NAS-
CAR can’t control, the
weather is at the top of
the list.

NASCAR can’t make it be
warm and sunny every race day
and NASCAR can’t stave off rain
showers or cold fronts.

What NASCAR can control is
the schedule. After rain delayed

asecond Sprint Cup |I‘I the

race in this four- :
Pits

week-old  season,
it’s time to consider
some tweaks.

The Daytona
500 will always be
the season-open-
ing race and no-
body is suggesting
that should change.

by JENNA
But a rain delay of FRYER<®AP
nearly six hours

last month pushed the bulk of the
race into prime time for the sec-
ond time in three years.

There’s something electric
about running NASCAR’s ver-
sion of the Super Bowl under the
lights and the race pace showed
the drivers felt it, too.

So just go ahead and make the
Daytona S00 a night race. It may
still rain on race day, but Fox won’t
be forced to fill hours of program-
ming waiting for it to clear.

NASCAR then headed west to
Phoenix, extended the swing a
week with a stop in Las Vegas,
then headed back home. Next
up on the schedule was Sunday’s
stop at Bristol Motor Speedway in
Tennessee, once one of the most
coveted tickets in NASCAR.

The track has been one of the
hardest hit since the 2008 eco-
nomic downturn. A streak of S5

consecutive sellouts was snapped
in 2010 and attendance for the
spring race has dwindled every
year. Some fans blamed a 2007
track reconfiguration for ruining
the racing and there were com-
plaints about high hotel rates.

Both reasons are valid and true.
But overlooked is that Bristol’s
first race of the season has slowly
inched up the NASCAR calendar
since 2005, when it went from the
sixth race of the season to fifth on
the Sprint Cup Series schedule.

That was OK in 2005, when
NASCAR had an early off week-
end and Bristol's race date was
April 3. But the next year, it was
moved to March and by 2011 it
was the fourth race of the season.

Track officials were not sur-
prised when the weather fluctuat-
ed wildly all last week, hitting the
mid-70s before plummeting into
the 40s when NASCAR rolled into
town. The forecast for Sunday’s
race called for 100 percent chance
of rain — and the two delays added
up to more than five hours, with
the race finishing deep into the
night, under the lights.

Bristol general manager Jerry
Caldwell believes he’s got a valid
argument for a new race date.

“I think the right place for us
is mid- to late April, given the
weather conditions around here,”
Caldwell said.

Caldwell readily admits the
end result was one of the most
stirring spring races the track
has ever hosted, one that could
make a compelling argument for
Bristol to hold all its Cup events
at night. But that wouldn’t work
with Bristol’s current race date.

“It’s not about rain. You can
have rain anywhere. It’s about the

cold at night here,” he said.

It was cold Sunday and only a
few thousand die-hards stuck it
out to the finish. They were treat-
ed to a tremendous race, but one
that ended under strange circum-
stances when the caution lights
were triggered right before Carl
Edwards took the white flag.

NASCAR'’s official process for
changing race dates is through
realignment, which would mean
Bristol and its Speedway Motors-
ports Inc. ownership group would
be responsible for working out a
change with another venue.

“There are so many different
dominoes that have to play out,”
Caldwell said. “And NASCAR has
at times pushed back and told us
to work it out with Speedway Mo-
torsports and see if there’s some-
one to trade with. They are in a
challenging spot trying to please
everyone.”

Indeed, lots of tracks want April
race dates because the weather is
generally nice. But Bristol doesn’t
have much to work with in terms
of making a swap. There’s only
one SMI-owned track, Texas
Motor Speedway, scheduled to
host a race in April.

Texas faces the same weather
issues as Bristol so a swap is not
possible, but Caldwell would be
willing to consider racing on the
open Easter weekend if it got Bris-
tol into April. He’d also be willing
to consider a night race after the
success this past weekend.

The problem can be fixed by
NASCAR and politics shouldn’tbe
part of the scheduling decisions.

It should be about what’s best
for the racing, what’s best for the
fans and where the weather would
be least likely to ruin the show.
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Thunder forward Kevin Durant, ngn, is fouled by the Cavaliers’ Alonzo Gee during the third quarter of
City 02.

-95.

's game in Cl

Thunder hold off Cavs :

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Kevin Durant scored 35 points
and Serge Ibaka had 16 as the Oklahoma City
Thunder held off a furious Cleveland comeback for
a 102-95 win over the injury-riddled Cavaliers on
Thursday.

Durant missed five of his first six shots, but
the NBA’s top scorer finally found his touch. He
has scored 25 or more in 33 straight games — the
NBA’s second-longest streak since Michael Jordan
did it 40 consecutive times (1986-87).

With their S0th win, the Thunder, who let a 24-
point lead dwindle to five in the fourth, moved
within 12 games of San Antonio for the best record
in the Western Conference.

Dion Waiters scored 30 for the Cavs, who were
without injured star guard Kyrie Irving.

Rockets 129, Timberwolves 106: James Hard-
en had 28 points with eight assists as Houston rolled
to victory over visiting Minnesota.

The Rockets trailed by as many as 10 before
using a big run in the second quarter to take the
lead.

Turkish center Omer Asik started in place of
injured Dwight Howard, who has a strained left
ankle, and scored 12 points as the Rockets won for
the seventh time in 10 games.

Kevin Love scored 29 points and Senegalese
rookie Gorgui Dieng had 22 points and 21 rebounds,
both career-highs.

Trail Blazers 116, Wizards 103: Wesley Mat-
thews had 28 points, including four three-pointers,
as host Portland beat Washington.

Damian Lillard added 23 points and 10 assists
for the Blazers, who are still without injured All-
Star LaMarcus Aldridge.

Portland remained in fifth place in the West-
ern Conference with three victories in its last four
games after a four-game losing streak.

John Wall had 24 points and 14 assists for the
Wizards, who have lost two straight to open four-
game West Coast swing.

Warriors 115, Bucks 110: Stephen Curry had
31 points and 11 assists and Klay Thompson scored
29 as host Golden State moved 18 games over .500

BeN MarcoT/AP
Bucks gllard Ramon Sesslons shoots against the
Warriors’ Golden

on
State won 115-110, moving 18 games over .500
for the first time in 20 years.

for the first time in 20 years.

David Lee added 22 points and 12 rebounds to
help the Warriors win a tougher-than-expected
game against the NBA’s worst team.

Golden State remains in sixth place in the tight
Western Conference standings, 12 games behind
Portland and 2'2 games ahead of Memphis and
Dallas with 12 games left.

Brandon Knight had 27 points and eight re-
bounds, and Ramon Sessions scored 18 for Milwau-
kee, which has lost six straight and nine of 10.

Scorebhoard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Pct GB
Toronto 29 567 -
Brooklyn 3150 m
New York 40 412 10%
Boston 46 .333 16
Philadelphia 53 221 237

Southeast Divisit
xMiami 697 —
Washington 515 12
Charlotte AT8  14%
Atlanta 470 15
Orlando 215 28
Central Divisi

x-Indiana 735 —
Chicago 559 12
Cleveland 317 2%
Detroit 373 24%
Milwaukee 188 37%

Western Conference

Southwest Di

L Pct GB
San Antonio 16 761 —
Houston 22 676 5%
Memphis 27 597 11

llas 28 594 11
New Orleans 40 403 24
Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 0 18 735
Portland 5 24 652 5%
Minnesota 4 33 .507 15%
Denver 1 37 456 19
Utah 2 47 319 28
Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 8 21 696 -
Golden State 4 26 .629 4%
Phoenix 9 29 574 8
Sacramento 4 44 353 23%
LA, Laker 2 o
X- cnnchedglay off sy
LoAvS games

Chlca?o 102, Philadelphia 94

Brooklyn 104, Charlotte 99

Boston 101, Mlaml 96
Memphis 96, Utah 86

Toronto 107, New Orleans 100

New York 91. Indiana 86

Phoenix 109, Orlando 9:
San Antonio 125, LA, Dakers 109

Thurs: g‘ games
Oklahoma City 102, Cleveland 95
Houston 129, Minnesota 106
Portland 116, Washington 103
Golden State 115, Mllwa kee 110
ay’s

Chicago at Ingiana
jew York at Philadelphia
oklahoma City at Toronto
Boston at Brooklyn

his at Miam
w Orleans at At\anta

San Antonio at Sacramento
Washington at .4, Lal
lay’s games
ortiand 2t Charlois
Houston at Clevelani
Pl ohia at chicago
indiana at Memphis
iami at New Orleans
Oriando at
Antonio st Golden State
troit at L A. Clippers

Thursday
Warriors 115, Bucks 110
MILWAUKEE - Mlddleton 4-14 2-2 11,

achulia 3-4 0

temkounmpoz 64610, Advien 5.6 1.2 11,
-10 3-6 13, Sessmns 5127-818.
Totals 39 -80 29-39 1.

DEN STATE - Barnes 07 0-0 0, Lee

01507 7 22, Bogut 4-5 0-0 8, Curry 9-14 10-

10 31, Thompson 11-23 4-4 29, Blake 1-2

0-02,'Green 2-6 1-2 5, Crawford 5-8 0-0 12.
Speights 24225 Kuzm\cODOOO

RIS 43-8021-25 1

Milwaukee 21 30 24 35-110

Golden Sla(e 29 24 29 33-115

oint  Goals—Milwaukee 3-12

(SeSSIOnS 72, nght L2, Middleton 1-3,

Wolters 0-1, llya:

Don Rvan/AP

Trail Blazers guard Wesley
Matthews celebrates after
sinking a three-point shot during
the second half of Thursday’s
game against the Washington
Wizards in Portland, Ore.
Matthews led Portland with 28
points as it won 116-103.

Trail Blazers 116, Wizards 103
WASHINGTON — Ariza_6-9 0-0 15,

00, Porter Jr. 0-0 0-0 0, Temple 2-3 2-2 6.
To tals 38 90 15-17 103.

D — Batum 5-9 0-0 12, Wright

611 D 0 15, Lopez 4-5 0-0 8, Lillard 8-18 4-

3, Matthews 8-16 8-8 28, Williams 3-6

7,
Barton 1-3 1-2 3, Crabbe 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
41-81 20-25 116.
Washington 28 23 22 30-103
Portland 30 33 30-116
ree-Point Goals—Washington 12-27
(Wall 5-10, Ariza 3-4, Webster 2-3, Beal 2-
6, Harrington 0-2, Go
1435 (Matthews 49,
3-8, Batum
4, Williams 0-1). Foutod Out - None. Re-

0 2) Golden S¥ate 8-27 (Currz 3- u5 leg)mp-
e reen

sions. A—19,596 (19,596).

Rockets 129, T-wolves 106

MINNESOTA — Brewer 0-3 0-0 0, Love

2

0-011, mel 1.2 0-03, Cunningham 2-4
0:0.4, Shved 3.4 0- uB,Muh mmad 1-2 1-2
3. Totals 38-87 18-23

HOUSTON — Parsons 8:15 1-119, Jones
4-9 2-2 10, Asik 4-4 4-5 12, Bever\ey 5-10
0-0 14, Harden 9-16 4-4 28, Lin 4-7 2-2 11,
Motiejunas 9-11 1-1 20, Hamllton 141l
3, Cass| p35027gcanaa2 0-0 5.

tals 4985 15-19
Minnesota 33 21 28 24-106
Houston 27 37 34 31-129
Three-Point Guals Mlnnlesota t}ZhZS
, Rubio 1-2, Martin 1-3, Budinger
1-5, Barea 0-2, Brewer 0-2), Houston 16-38
(Harden 6-10, Beverley 4-7, Parsons 2-5,

Canaan 1-: 2 Motle unas 1 2 Lin 1-3, Cass-
| 13, Ha n 62, J 04) Fouled
Noi Rebounds.—Minhesota
(D\eng 15: Houston 50 parsons 9). As-
Sists—| M\nne ota 28 (Rul ), Houston

36 (Lin 10). Total F

ouls Mlnnes ta 16,
Flouston 20. A~ 18,315 (18,023).

(Gooden, Ariza
9), Portland 50 (Batum 14). Assists—

Washington 25 (Wall 14), Portiand 52
(Liliard 103, Total Fouls— Washington 1.
Portiand 18, Technicals—Washington de:
fensive three second, Portland defensive
three second. A—19,571 (19,980).

Thunder 102, Cavaliers 95

HOMA CITY — Durant 12-21 8-
935 Ibak36134416 Adams 2-3 0-0 4,
Jackson 5-13 2-2 13, Roberson 2-8 0-0 4,
Coilison 0-10-0 0, Butler 3-10 0-0 8, Fisher
4-7 1-4 12, Thabeet 0-1 0-0 0, Lamb 4-10
1-1 10, Jones 0-2 0-0 0, Shakur 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 38 59 16-20 102.
D — Gee 3-40-07, Thompson
1-25 HawesB 171-2 20, Jack 2-82-2 6,
Waiters 11-25 6.12 30, Dellavedova 4.8 1-3
11, Varejao 3-5 2-2 8, Edwards 1-2 0-0 2,
Zeller 2-4 z z 6 Totals 35 81 15-24 95.
Oklahom: 35 29 17-102
Cleveland 15 21 22 21- 95
Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 10-
31 (Fisher 3-6, Durant 3-8, Butler 2-6, Lamb

C on ma
City 21 (Durant, Jackson 6), Cleveland 27
(Dellavedova 10). Total Fouls—Oklahoma
City 21, Cleveland 20. Technicals—Du-
rant, Oklahoma City defensive three sec-
ond 2, Cleveland defensive three second.
A—18,246 (20,562).
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NCAA TOURNAMENT

BiLL WipPERT/AP

Saint Joseph’s Halil Kanacevic, right, shoots over Connecticut’s Amida Brimah during Thursday’s game in Buffalo, N.Y.

East Region

Connecticut survives 0T

Villanova pulls away from Milwaukee

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Turns out, Jim Cal-
houn left Connecticut in good hands.

With Calhoun watching from the stands,
the Huskies continued their winning NCAA
tournament tradition thanks to a hold-over
player in senior guard Shabazz Napier and
anew coach, Kevin Ollie.

Napier shook off several misses — in-
cluding a three-point attempt at the sec-
ond-half buzzer — to score nine of his 24
points in overtime in UConn’s 89-81 win
over Saint Joseph’s in the second round of
the tournament on Thursday night. It came
in Ollie’s tournament debut behind the
bench, two years after health issues forced
Calhoun to step down, and a year after the
Huskies were barred from postseason play
because of academic sanctions.

“It was a great win,” Ollie said. “Those
players right there, that’s what kept this
university alive. They could have trans-
ferred. They could have done everything.
... They just stayed and they were resilient,
and they played hard.”

Napier, a freshman on Calhoun’s 2011
national championship team, was among
those who elected to stay and help usher in
anew era.

“That’s why I came to the University of
Connecticut to play in these tournaments,
to give myself and my team a chance to
hoist that trophy at the end of the day,”
Napier said. “We’re here for one common
goal.”

DeAndre Daniels scored 18 while fresh-
man center Amida Brimah forced over-
time by completing a three-point play in

the final minute.

UConn (27-8), the East Region’s seventh
seed, advances to play No. 2 seed Villanova
on Saturday in a meeting of two former Big
East rivals.

Langston Galloway scored 25 points for
Saint Joseph’s (24-10). The Hawks wore
down because of a lack of depth, and then
lost their top forward Halil Kanacevic,
who fouled out early into overtime.

“I definitely didn’t want to go out like
that,” Kanacevic said. “I feel bad, but I
tried to stay in the game with the guys.
There’s nothing you can do at that point.”

Villanova 73, Milwaukee 53: At Buffa-
lo, N.Y., Darrun Hilliard scored 16 points,
JayVaughn Pinkston added 13 and the
Wildcats beat the Panthers.

No. 15 seed Milwaukee (21-14), the sur-
prise champion of the Horizon League,
made it a game all the way, leading much
of the first half before fading late.

Villanova (29-4) was eager to get back
on the court after being upset last week by
Seton Hall in the Big East quarterfinals,
but the effect of that loss seemed to linger.

A 14-point run spanning halftime gave
the Wildcats a nine-point lead early in the
second half and they held on. Hilliard’s
long three-pointer from the top of the key
with 8:10 left gave them a 53-42 advantage,
and the Panthers couldn’t recover.

James Bell had 12 points for Villanova
on 5-for-14 shooting and missed all eight
threes he attempted. Kris Jenkins and
Josh Hart each scored 11.

Austin Arians had 17 points to lead Mil-
waukee and Matt Tiby scored 10. Jordan

Nick LoVErDE/AP

Milwaukee’s Jordan Aaron, left, fights for
position with Villanova’s Tony Chennault
during Thursday’s game in Buffalo, N.Y.
Villanova won 73-53.

Aaron, Milwaukee’s leading scorer, fin-
ished with six points, all in the second half,
on 1-for-15 shooting. Kyle Kelm, second
in scoring, had eight points, all after the
break.

Upsets: Only
Michigan State
followed script

FROM BACK PAGE

Michigan State? They just did what every
pundit in America expected it to do on its
way to what many expect will be another
Final Four appearance for Izzo. Led by
Payne’s record performance, the Spartans
overpowered the Blue Hens, adding cre-
dence to the idea that Michigan State was
under-seeded from the start.

Delaware coach Monte Ross certainly
felt that way after watching Payne put to-
gether one of the best tournament perfor-
mances in the past 15 years.

“The shame of it was, in the whole spec-
trum of this whole thing, I thought that
there were just two teams I just didn’t want
to play because I just thought that they
were playing at a high level and coaches
were tournament tested and you weren’t
going to sneak up on them or anything like
that,” Ross said. “Michigan State was one
of them.”

Payne’s performance was the first 40-
point effort in the NCAA tournament since
Stephen Curry did it for Davidson in a win
over Gonzaga in 2008. Payne set a school
tournament scoring record, surpassing the
34 points Greg Kelser scored during Mich-
igan State’s 1979 title run led by Magic
Johnson.

Payne’s overall line: 10-for-15 from the
field, 4-for-5 from three-point range, and
a tournament-record 17-for-17 from the
free-throw line. He chipped in eight re-
bounds, too.

“We are here to win the weekend and
that’s the main goal,” Payne said.

Somehow Payne’s performance became
a footnote to the other craziness that took
place inside the Spokane Arena.

A year after picking up its first NCAA
tourney win by shocking New Mexico as
a No. 14 seed, Harvard was back continu-
ing its NCAA education. Siyani Chambers
scored 11 points, including five straight in
the final 2 minutes. Wesley Saunders led
the Crimson (27-4) with 12 points as Har-
vard proved last year’s upset was no fluke.
The Crimson became the first Ivy League
school with NCAA tournament wins in con-
secutive years since Princeton in 1983-84.

The drama belonged to North Da-
kota State, which had Oklahoma playing
catch up for most of the night, only to see
the Sooners surge in front in the closing
minutes.

Down 66-63, Lawrence Alexander
rattled in a three with 11 seconds left in
regulation. The Bison then survived three
Oklahoma shot attempts to force the extra
session.

In overtime, Alexander came through
with clutch shots again, although the big-
gest contribution came from freshman
Carlin Dupree. Having played a total of 29
minutes in the previous five games, Dupree
entered after Taylor Braun fouled out. All
Dupree contributed was two free throws
— from a 58-percent free-throw shooter
— and a tough baseline basket with 41 sec-
onds left when running time off the clock
was probably the more prudent move.

Not to be outdone, New Mexico State
nearly added a final punctuation to the
night, forcing overtime against San Diego
State on a three-pointer from Aronis in
the closing seconds of regulation. But the
Aztecs got enough out of Xavier Thames
in overtime to avoid a third upset in the
building.

“The talent is pretty good everywhere,”
San Diego State coach Steve Fisher said.
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High seeds narrowly

Louisville, Saint Louis
survive close calls

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Now everyone knows
why Louisville coach Rick Pitino wanted noth-
ing to do with Manhattan.

Luke Hancock hit two huge three-pointers
in the final 1:19 to help Louisville finally shake
free from tenacious Manhattan, 71-64 in the
NCAA tournament Thursday night.

The defending national champions were
down 58-55 with less than 4 minutes remaining
— getting outplayed for most of the second half
— before coming alive from behind the arc.

Silky smooth guard Russ Smith, who fin-
ished with 18 points, got things going with a
game-tying three from the wing. Hancock
delivered the knockout blows. He stole an in-
bound pass, got fouled and made both free
throws. He hit the first of two daggers with a
little more than a minute left and then sank a
wide-open look from behind the arc with 28
second remaining.

Those shots propelled fourth-seeded Louis-
ville (30-5) into the round of 32, where it will
face fifth-seeded Saint Louis on Saturday in
the Midwest Region.

“We needed a couple bounces to go our way,”
Hancock said. “Nobody wants to go home on
the first day. We're trying to build a legacy.
This is a first step.”

Louisville is trying to become the first since
Florida in 2007 to win back-to-back titles.

While many questioned why the Cardinals
were given a 4 seed, Pitino criticized the se-
lection committee for pitting his team against
13th-seeded Manhattan, which is coached by
Pitino’s former assistant, Steve Masiello.

“That’s why I didn’t want to play them, be-
cause I'm sick inside losing to one of my play-
ers, Pmno said.

was equally
draw and the outcome.

“It’s emotional. It’s emotional,” he said. “You
look down, and the guy who kind of made you
‘who you are is your enemy for 40 minutes. So
it’s tough. You know, it’s an honor to be on the
other sideline, but it’s about the kids. It’s not
about me. My kids played. Their kids played. I
think it was two very good basketball teams.

“But it’s tough. It hurts. You know, if I'm
going to lose to anyone, I guess lose to him.”

Masiello served as Pitino’s ball boy with the
NBA’s New York Knicks in the 1980s, played
for him at Kentucky (1996-1997) and then
spent another six years coaching alongside
him at Louisville (2005-11). They know each
other inside and out, with Masiello molding
Manhattan to mirror the Cardinals.

And it showed. The Jaspers (25-8) attacked
Louisville’s weaknesses and gave the Cards
fits on the defensive end. Masiello was at times
calling out Louisville’s plays.

“That’s one of the best coaching jobs that
I have seen in my 39 years,” Pitino said. “He
just made us have to guard on the perimeter
with four guards.”

int Louis 83, N.C. State 80 (OT): At
Orlando, Fla., Rob Loe scored 22 points and
grabbed 15 rebounds, helping the Billikens
wipe out a late 14-point deficit and pull away
in overtime.

Jordair Jett overcame a slow start to score
18, doing most of his damage while fifth-seed-
ed Saint Louis (27-6) was making its comeback
in the last five minutes of regulation.

Both teams shot horribly from the free-
throw line, with Saint Louis shooting 12-for-26
and No. 12 seed NC State shooting 20-for-37.

T.J. Warren scored 28 points for the Wolf-
pack (22-14), but the Atlantic Coast Confer-

in the

escape upsets

Protos e Pretan M. Esennack, Azove, ano Mory Gas, BELow/AP

Above: Manhattan center Rhamel Brown (5) blocks a shot by Louisville guard Russ Smith in
Orlando, Fla. Below: Texas center Cameron Ridley (55) goes up to make the game-winning
shot against Arizona State guard Shaquielle McKissic. Fourth-seeded Louisville survived a
scare in its NCAA tournament opener, while Texas on Ridley’s b beat

ence player of the year made just six of his 14
free-throw attempts, including one that could
have tied it in the final minute of OT.

Michigan 57, Wofford 40: At Milwaukee,
Glenn Robinson III scored 14 points and the
second-seeded Wolverines started their quest
for a second straight trip to the Final Four.

Michigan (26-8) capitalized on its decisive
edge in athleticism on the undersized and No.
15 Terriers (20-13) but still had some nervous
moments after missing 15 of its first 18 shots
in the second half.

Texas 87, Arizona State 85: Cameron
Ridley’s buzzer-beating layup lifted the Long-
horns into the third round at Milwaukee.

Jonathan Holmes missed badly on a long
three-pointer for seventh-seeded Texas in the
final seconds, but Ridley emerged from the
scrum with the ball and banked it in as time
expired over the outstretched fingers of an
Arizona State defender.

The call stood after a video replay, giving
Texas its first win in the NCAA tournament
since 2011.
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Vee for victory

Dayton shocks sixth seed Ohio St.

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Dayton is
re-configuring the college bas-
ketball map in Ohio.

It no longer runs through Co-
lumbus after Vee Sanford’s layup
with 3.8 seconds left secured
11th-seeded Dayton’s 60-59 vic-
tory over sixth-seeded Ohio State
in the second round of the NCAA
tournament on Thursday.

“I guess they called us the lit-
tle brother, or whatever,” Flyers
guard Jordan Sibert said. “We
can’t be called that anymore.”

Sibert has seen it from both
sides after transferring to Day-
ton following two seasons at Ohio
State.

“To be able to go out there and
play with this group of guys, to be
able to come up with this win, it’s
unbelievable,” Sibert said.

Leave it to another transfer,
Sanford, to secure the victory in
a back-and-forth game that fea-
tured 15 lead changes between
two schools separated by some 75
miles.

After Ohio State’s Aaron Craft
hit a reverse layup with 15.5 sec-
onds remaining, the Flyers set up
a play during a timeout with 10.8

seconds left.

Dayton inbounded the ball and
worked it to Sanford on the right
wing. Driving the lane without
hesitation, he got a step on Craft
and laid in a shot from about 4
feet away.

“No, I wasn’t nervous,” said
Sanford, who transferred to Day-
ton from Georgetown. “We've
drawn up a play like that, and
I messed it up previously. But
(coach Archie Miller) just kept his
trust in me, and I'm just thankful
that the shot went in.”

It’s one and done for the Big
Ten Conference Buckeyes (25-
10), who were eliminated in the
first game for only the third time
in 26 tournament appearances.

The loss marked the end for
three seniors, including Craft,
who were part of a team that had
advanced past the third round in
each of the previous three years.

Syracuse 77, W. Michigan 53:
At Buffalo, N.Y., The Orange’s
backcourt of Trevor Cooney and
Tyler Ennis combined for 34
points and the team’s defense
clamped down.

Western Michigan (23-10), the
Mid-American Conference cham-

-
-

Frank FRankuIN II/AP

Dayton teammates embrace Vee Sanford, center, after defeating Ohio State in a second-round game of
the NCAA tournament in Buffalo, N.Y., on Thursday. Sanford scored on a layup with 3.8 seconds left to
lift 11th-seeded Dayton to a 60-59 win.

pion, had won 14 of 16 games and
was in the NCAA tournament for
the first time in a decade.
Pittsburgh 77, Colorado 48:
At Orlando, Fla., Talib Zanna
scored 16 of his 18 points in the
opening half, helping the ninth-
seeded Panthers build a 28-point
lead.
Pittsburgh (26-9) shot 51 per-

West Region

cent and played stifling defense.
Florida 67, Albany 55: At Or-
lando, Fla., Dorian Finney-Smith
scored 16 points, most of them on
dunks, and the top-seeded Gators
used a second-half surge to beat
the 16th-seeded Great Danes.
Florida (33-2) sleepwalked
through the first half, swapping
the lead back and forth with Al-

bany, but Florida’s bench provid-
ed the team with a much-needed
spark.

Finney-Smith, the Southeast-
ern Conference’s sixth man of the
year, was 6-for-10 shooting.

Freshman guard Kasey Hill,
who wasn’t sure he would be
able to play because of turf toe,
chipped in 10 points.

Second-seeded Wisconsin
brushes aside American

Wisconsin forward Frank Kaminsky, back, blocks a shot by American
guard Jesse Reed during the second half of Thursday’s second-

round game in Milwaukee. The Badgers won 75-35.

The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — A sea of fans wearing Wisconsin
red roared after every stop and every score, grow-
ing more exuberant as the Badgers’ NCAA opener
became a historic rout.

Playing the first two tournament games close to
home was a goal all year, and Wisconsin players fed
off the energy to extinguish any upset hopes of 15th-
seeded American.

Ben Brust scored 17 points and the No. 2 seed dev-
astated the Eagles with a 22-5 run to close the first
half in a 75-35 victory Thursday in Milwaukee, bare-
ly 90 minutes from their campus in Madison. The
Badgers will play Oregon in the third round of the
‘West Regional on Saturday.

Wisconsin (27-7) recovered from a brief first-half
rut as the Eagles (20-13), champions of the Patriot
League, built a seven-point lead with their Princ-
eton-style offense.

“It was good to get the building loud,” Brust said.
“I said, ‘Hey, they’re up. We better wake up.””

Trailing 17-10 about midway through the first half,
the Badgers took away the backdoor cuts, forced
turnovers and otherwise flustered American into 4-
for-26 shooting over the final 29 minutes. One field-
goal drought lasted nearly 14 minutes.

“That’s pretty crazy,” guard Josh Gasser said.
“That must mean you did something well.”

The Eagles don’t encounter the type of execution
and athleticism displayed by Wisconsin in the Patriot
League.

“They’re a No. 2 seed for a reason,” coach Mike
Brennan said.

After Wisconsin was ousted in the first round last
year as a fifth seed, Brust made sure his senior sea-

son didn’t end the same way. He attacked the glass
for buckets on back-to-back possessions, ending with
a three-point play to give Wisconsin a 23-20 lead.

The rout was on. The Badgers hit 57 percent of
their shots in the second half on the way to their larg-
est margin of victory in the school’s 44 NCAA post-
season games.

John Schoof and Tony Wroblicky each had 11
points for American.

“We were excited. We were playing well. We were
making them take tough shots,” said Wroblicky. “We
were scoring, then we kind of hit a rut.”

Florida Gulf Coast’s NCAA tournament run last
year as a No. 15 seed has given all underdogs hope.
And for a while in the first half, American was on a
similar roll.

But Ryan was confident his team could handle the
Princeton offense, a scheme the Badgers had faced
successfully when playing Northwestern in recent
years under Bill Carmody. Ryan said he was even
awoken by a few nightmares last night of his team
getting beat on backdoor cuts.

They figured it out and earned another game in
friendly surroundings.

“We couldn’t score,” Brennan said. “They stopped
us stone cold.”

Oregon 87, BYU 68: At Milwaukee, Elgin Cook
scored a career-high 23 points for the seventh-seed-
ed Ducks.

Joseph Young had 19 points for Oregon (24-9),
which had to stage a big comeback to beat the Cou-
gars 100-96 in overtime in December. There was no
comeback needed this time, with the Ducks turning
away every charge by BYU in the second half.
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Alfredsson’s goal with 1 second left
in OT lifts Red Wings | NHL, Page 26
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Harvard’s Siyani Chambers, right, leaps into the arms of teammate Brandyn Curry after the Crimson beat Cincinnati in an East Region game in Spokane, Wash.

Inside:
Louisville pushed
to brink, Page 30
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By Tim Boorn
The Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. — Not sur-
prising, it was Tom Izzo and
Michigan State that proved the
only certainty on a chaotic open-
ing day.

Two overtimes. Two upsets.
And one crazy day in Spokane.

“It’s the tournament so every-
body is going to bring their best
punch,” San Diego State’s Dwayne
Polle said.

Michigan State, the No. 4 seed in

the East Region, provided the only
blowout in the second-round with a
93-78 win over Delaware behind the ca-
reer-best 41 points from Adreian Payne.

Surrounding the Spartans was chaos.

It started early with Harvard becom-

ing the latest No. 12 seed to knock off a S5
seed with a 61-57 takedown of Cincinnati.
The night session saw Oklahoma taken to
overtime on a late three-pointer, then dis-
patched in the extra session by 12th-seed-
ed North Dakota State 80-75.

And what appeared to be a blowout in the
making at halftime became far more un-
comfortable than fourth-seeded San Diego
State wanted. The Aztecs were pushed to
overtime on a late three-pointer by New
Mexico State’s Kevin Aronis. San Diego
state held on in overtime for a 73-69 win
over the 13th-seeded Aggies.

“There’s so many good teams in the tour-
nament, obviously not a lot of difference,”
Oklahoma coach Lon Kruger said after the
Sooners were bounced. “The depth and the
quality of the depth is I think as good as it’s
ever been.”

SEE UPSETS ON PAGE 29

Stunners in Spokane

ND State, Harvard pull upsets

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

North Dakota State’s Lawrence Alexander
shoots over Oklahoma’s Ryan Spangler
during the second half of Thursday’s
game in Spokane, Wash.



